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upon the Subject of the | 4 
0 UNRG ſtian Religion, I told you, that, 
e beſides all the Proofs of it which A 


* 


Ulle 


| 15 all the other rates, if It ate” the Cor 
verſion and the Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul . 
duly conſidered, was of itſelf a Demonſtration 
fufficient to prove Chriſti ianity to be a Divine 


IS. | K 


S 


AS? you ſeem' d to think that © 
dious a Proof might be -of Uſe to ce | 
thoſe Unbelievers that will not attend to a 
longer Series of Arguments, I have thrown 
together the Reaſons ww which I fupport 
BA ALANA 
_ In the 26th Chapter of the Ads of the 
Apoſtles, writ by a Cotemporary Author, and 
« Companion of St. Paul in Preaching the 
Goſpel (as appears by the Book itſelf, Ch. xx. 
Ver. 6, 13, 14. Ch. xxvii. Ver. 1, Sc.) St. Paul 
is ſaid:ito have given bimſelf this Accdunt of 
his Converfibm and Preaching, 10 King Agrip- 
pa ant; Fiftus the Ronian Governor. My 
© Manner> of Life | froin. my 'Youth, Which 
was at the firſt, among mine own: + rar 
- -Jerafaletr,. know all the Jetos, knew 
ESE the begin (fy woo would reſt 
2 44585 3 0 


at Apoſtle ai of S. PavL; 
* I: that after the ſtricteſt Sect of onde. 
+ ligion; I lived a Phariſee. And no I ſtand 


85 Haack am judged for the Hope of the Pro- 


* miſe made by God unto our Fathers: Unto 


which Promiſe our twelve Tribes, inſtantly 


ſerving God Day and Night, hope to come: 


for which Hope's Sake, King Agrippe, I 


am accuſed by the Jews. Why: ſhould it 
be thought a Thing incredible with you, 
that God ſhould Raiſc the Dead. I verily 
© thought with myſelf, that T ought to do 


many Things contrary to the Name of Jeſas 


of Nazareth. Which Thing I alfo did in 
15 Feruſalem, and many of the Saints did I 
© ſhut up in Priſon, having received Autho- 


8) rity from the Chief Prieſts; and when they 


© were put to death, 1 gave my Voice againft 


them. And 1 puniſh'd them oft in every 


4 Synagogue, . and compelbd them to blaf- 
46 Pheme, and being exccedingly mad againft 
them, I perſecuted them even unto ſtrange 


Cities. Whereupon, as I went to Damaſcus 


with Authority and Commiſſion from tlie 
M Chief Priefts, at Mid-day, O King, 1 ſaw 


in the Way a Light from Heaven, above 


24 the Bri ghtneſs of the Sun, ſhining, round 
* about me, and them which journeyed with 
7 B 2 | | me: 
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Confulirations upon the "Converſion | . 
me. And when we were all fallen tothe 


18 Earth, I heard a Voice ſpeaking unto me, 


in the Hebrew Tongue, Saul, Saul, 


8. why: perſecuteſt thou me? It is hard for 
Ir thee to kick againſt the | Pricks. And 1 
_ © ſaid,” Who art thou, Lord? and he ſaid, I 


am Jeſus whom thou perſecuteſt. But riſe, 


ſtand upon thy Feet; for I have appear d 
eee this Purpoſe, to make thee * 
9 a Miniſter; and a Witneſs. both of thoſe 


Things which thou haſt ſeen, and of thoſe 
Things in the which I will appear unto thee:; | 
delivering thee from the People, and from 
the Gentiles, unto whom now. I ſend thee, to 

+ open their Eyes and to turn them from 
Darkneſs to Light, and from the Power 
of Satan unto God, that they may receive 


Forgiveneſs of Sins, and Inheritance among 
them which are ſanctified by Faith that is 
Nin meer. Whereupon, 0 King Agrippa, 1 
vas not difobedient to the Heavenly Viſion-: 
But ſhewed firſt unto them of Damaſeus, and 
at Jeruſaiem, and throughout all the Coaſts 
2 of Judæa, and to the Gentiles, that they 
-< ſhould Repent and turn to God, and do 
Works meet for Repentance. For theſe 


WE * Cauſes the 7etvs caught me in the Temple, 
* and 


N 


o 


NT 4 bee of St. Pau B. 


1 went about to kill me. eri there- 


© fore obtain'd help of God, I continue un- 


to this Day Witneſling both to Small and 
Great, ſaying none other Things than thoſe 
which Moſes and the Prophets did ſay ſhould 
come: That Chriſt ſhould ſuffer, | and that 
© he ſhould be the Firſt that ſhould. Riſe 


©. from the Dead, and: ſhould ſhew Light to 
© the People, and to the Gentiles. And as he 
© thus ſpake for himſelf, Feſtus ſaid with a 
© loud Voice, Paul, thou art beſide thyſelf ; 

© much Learning doth make thee mad. But 
6 he ſaid, I am not mad, moſt noble Feſtus, 
but ſpeak forth the Words of Truth and 
| Soberneſs. For the King knoweth of theſe 
Things, before whom alſo I ſpeak: freely; 


m WF 


Aa 


K 


Things are hidden from him; for the 
Thing was not done in a Corner. King 
Agrippa, believeſt thou the Prophets? I 
know that thou believeſt. 
ſaid unto Paul, almoſt thou perſuadeſt- me 


Lay * 


K 


0 


A 


to God, that not only Thou, hut alſo all 
that hear me this Day, were both almoſt 


A 


for I am perſuaded that none of theſe 


—Then Agrippa 3 


to be a Chriſtian. And Paul ſaid; I would 


-and altogether ſuch as I am, except theſe 
3 3 „ Bonds.“ 
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Confiderations pon the Lbs 


Ag, ch. Bonds. In another Chapter of the ſame 1 


XX11. VET. 


10, 11, 12, Book he gives in Subſtance the ſame Account 


« 4 14 15- to the Jews, adding theſe further Particulars." 


— — 


And I ſaid, What ſhall I-do, Lord? And 


the Lord faid unto me, Ariſe, and go into 


* Damaſcus, and there it ſhall be told thee of | 
© all Things which are appointed for thee to 
do. And when I could, not ſee for the 


© Glory of that Light, being led by the 
Hand of them that were with me, I came 


into Damaſcus. And one  Ananias, a de- 
* vout Man according to the Law, having a 
good Report of all the Jews that dwelt 
© there, came unto me, and ſtood, and ſaid 
< unto me, Brother Saul, receive thy Sight; and 
the ſame Hour I look*d up upon him. And 
he ſaid, The God of our Fathers hath choſen 


< thee, that thou ſhould'ſt know his Will, 


and ſee that Juſt One, and ſhould*ft hear the _ 


© Voice of his Mouth. For thou ſhalt be his 


* Witneſs unto all Men of what thou haſt 
* ſeen and heard, And now why tarrieſt thou? 


, © Ariſe, and be baptiſed, and waſh away thy 


Sins, calling on the Name of the Lord. 


In the gth Chapter of the fame Book, 
the Author of it relates the ſame Story with 
ſome 


Re 4 Hog of St. ran 5 E 
ſome a Citcumftances not me d | 
theſe Accounts: As, that Saul in a Vilon Shs Aft, 875 
Ananias before he came to him coming in, 5 

and putting bis Hand on him, that he might 

receive his Sight. And that when Auanias had Acts, ibid. 
1 poken to him, immediately there fell 2 os 


Des as it bad been Scales. 


4h Ax agreeably to all theſe Accounts, St. 


Paul thus ſpeaks of himſelf in the Epiſtles he 
wrote to the ſeveral Churches he planted ; the 
Authenticity of which cannot be doubted 
without overturning all Rules, by: which the 
Authority and Genuineneſs of any WO 
can be. ;Proved,. or confirmed, 


.To the Gelations he PR «£] 18 you, Gal ch. l. 
© Brethren, that the Goſpel which was preach- 12 4 5 
ed by me is not after Man. For I. neither 15, 16. 
c received it of Man, neither was I taught it, 
but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt. For 
ye have heard of my Converſation in Time 
< paſt in the Jes Religion, how that beyond 
Meaſure I perſecuted the Church of God, 


and waſted it. And profited in the Jews 


Religion above many mine Equals in my 
« own Nation, being more exceedingly zealous . 
l 


4. of che Traditions of my Fathers. But when 
© it pleaſed God, who ſeparated me from my 


i; Mother's Womb, and called me by his 


Grace, to Reveal his Son in me, that I 


© might Preach him among the Heathen, im- 


© F mediately I confer'd. not with Fleſh and 


Phil. c. iii. 


* Blood, &c. 1 1 


'To the Philippians } he ſays, -* If any other 


_g » 6,7: 6 Man thinketh that he hath whereof he might 


* truſt in the Fleſh, I more: circumcized the 
* eighth Day, of the Stock of rael, of the 
* Tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the He- 
brews. As touching the Law, a Phariſee : con- 

* cerning Zeal, perſecuting the Church; touch- 
I ing the Righteouſneſs which is in the Law, 
' * blameleſs. - But what Things' were Gain to 


me, thoſe I counted Lofs for Chriſt. Vea 
14 doubtlefs, and: I count all Things but Loſs 


Tim. c. i. 
s 


* for the Excellency a 0 f the Knowledge of 
Cbriſt Jefus my Lord, for whom I have 
* fuffered the Loſs of all Things, and do 
count them but Dung, that 3 may win 
. Chrift. - „ bo . 


BE 


A D in his Eviſtle ee to 7. imothy he writes 
thus „ thank Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, who 
« hath 


er 
it 


7 of St. Paul- wy 


© hath ADs. for that he be me 0 


faithful, putting me into the Miniſtry, who 


< was before a Blaſphemer, and a Perſecutor, 


© and Injurious; but I obtain'd Mercy, be- 


5 cauſe I did it ignorantly in Unbelief,”  - 


—_— 


Ix other Epiſtles he calls himſelf an Apoſtle 2 Cor. ch. 
by the Will of God, by the Commandment of Col. ch. i. 


God our Saviour, and Lord Jeſus Chrift ;---and an v. 1. 


1 Tim. c. 


Apoſtle not of Men, neither by Man, but by Jeſus i. v. 1. 


Chriſt, and God the Father, who rais'd him from Ol. ch. i. 


te Dead. All which implies ſome miracu: 
| lous Call that made him an Apoſtle. And 


to the Corinthians he ſays, after enumerating 
many Appearances of Feſus after his Reſur- 


rection, And laſt of all he was ſeen of me 1 Cor. _ 
4 alſo, as of one born out of due time. N 


Now it vaſt of Neceſlity be, that the per- 


ſon atteſting theſe Things of himſelf, and of 


whom they are related in ſo authentick a 


Manner, either was an Impoſtor, who ſaid 


what he knew to be falſe with an Intent to 


deceive ; or he was an Enthuſiaſt, who by the 


Force of an over-heated Imagination impoſ- 
ed on himſelf; or he was deceived by the 
Fraud of others, and all that he ſaid muſt 

; | | | be 


cumſderatim wag the 8 


be imputed to the Power of that Deceit; or 


what he declared to have been the Cauſe of 


his Converſion, and to have happened in 


conſequence of it, did all really happen; and 
therefore the Chriſtian » is a divine 
Revelation. 


ie chat he was not an Impoſtor, who 
ſaid what he knew to be falſe with an Intent 
to deceive, I ſhall endeavour to prove, by 
ſhewing that he could have no rational Mo- 
tives to undertake ſuch an Impoſture, nor 
could have poſſibly carried it on with any 
Succeſs by the Means we know he employ- 


. then, the India to ſuch an 
Impoſture muſt have been one of theſe two, 
either the Hope of advancing himſelf by it 
in his Temporal Intereſt, Credit, or Power; or 
the Gratification of ſome of his Paſſions un- 


der the Authority of it, and bu the Means it 


afforded. 


N. o w th were the Circumſtances in 
which St. Paul declared his Converſion to the 
Faith of Chriſt Zeſus. That Feſur, who. called 

himſelf 


himſelf the Maſſiab, and Son of God, not- 
J withſtanding the Innocence and Holineſs of 
his Life, notwithſtanding the Miracles by 
& which he atteſted his Miſſion, had been Cru- 
cified by the Jews as an Impoſtor and Blaſ- 
phemer, which Crucifixion not only muſt (hu- 
manly ſpeaking) have intimidated others from 
following him, or eſpouſing his Doctrines, but 
ſerved to confirm the Fews in their Opinion 
that he could not be their promiſed Meſſiah, 
who according to ail their Prejudices was not 
to ſuffer in any manner, but to reign trium- 
phant for ever here upon Earth. His Apoſ- 
tles indeed, though at firſt they appeared to 
be terrified by the Death of their Maſter, and 
diſappointed in all their Hopes, yet had ſur- 
priſingly recovered their Spirits again, and 
publickly taught in his Name, declaring him 
to be Riſen from the Grave, and confirming 
that Miracle by many they worked, or pre- 
tended to work themfelves. But the Chief 
Prieſts and Rulers among the cus were ſo 
far from being Converted either by their 
Words, or their Works, that they had begun 
a ſevere Perſecution againſt them, put ſome 
to Death, Impriſoned others, and were going 
on with implacable Rage againſt the whole 
3 „„ Sect. 
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. Fx. Confiderations upon the Converſion 


9» 2 3. curred, being himſelf a Phariſee, bred up at 


the Feet of Gamaiiel, one of the Chief of that | 


Sect; nor was he content in the Heat of his 
Zeal with Perſecuting the Chriſtians who were 


at Jeruſalem, but breathing ou Fbreatning and 


Acts ix. 1, Slaughter againft the Diſciples of the Lord, went 
*unto the High Prieſt, and defired of bim Letters 


to Damaſcus to the Smagegues, that if be found 
any of this Way, whether they were Men or 


Momen, be might bring them bound to Jeruſalem- 


His Requeſt was:complied with, and he went 

Ads xvi to Damaſcus with Authority and Commiſſion from 

1% the High Priefts. At this Inſtant. of Time, 
and under theſe Circumſtances, did he become 


a Diſciple of Chriſt. What could be his Mo- 
tives to take ſuch a Part? Was it the Hope 
of encreaſing his Wealth? ? The certain Con- 
ſequence of his taking that Part was not only 


the Loſs of all that he had, but of all Hopes 


of acquiring more. Thoſe whom he left, were 
| the Diſpoſers of Wealth, of Dignity, of Power 
in Judæa; Thoſe whom he went to, were in- 


digent Men, oppreſt and kept down from all 


Means of improving their Fortunes. They 
among them who had more than the reſt, 


ſhared what they had with their Brethren, but 


; Als vii. Sect. In all theſe Severities St. Paul con- 


„ 


= 


* « 
N 


8 and Apoflleſip, of; Dy PAuT. 


with this Aſſiſtance the whole Community 
was hardly ſupplied with the Neceſſaries of 
Life. And even in Churches he afterwards 
J planted himſelf, which were much more weal- 
thy than that of Jeruſalem, ſo far was St. Paul 
from availing himſelf of their Charity, or the 


Veneration they had for him, in order to 


draw that Wealth to himſelf, that he often 
Ar efuſed to take n *. of it for the * 
, . n e 67. c id n 


„Tuns he tells che Ceniathions.: . unto cor gn 


this preſent Hour we both hunger and 
thirſt, and are naked, and are buffeted, and 

have no certain Dwelling- Place, and labour, 
e with dur own Hande. 


In a Epiſtle has writes to avant 0 Be- 2 Cor: xii. 


hold the Third Time I am ready to come 
to you, and I will not be burthenſome to 
you, for I ſeek not yours but you; for the 


"is 


rents, de Parents: for | the Children. 3 


4 


e ee e eee, 


dd 


To the 7 Theſſalonians 10 ſays, C as we were 2 TIO 


K 


cw 


Goſpel, even do | we * not as pleaſing 
.C Men, 


allowed of God to be put in truſt with the _—Y 


Acts xx. 


33» 34. 


God is Witneſs; nor of Men ſought we 
Glory, neither of you, nor yet of others, 


when he took his Fare wel of the Church of E- 
pbeſus, to whom he foretold that they ſhout! 


Behaviour afterwards, that he had no thoughts 


| Confiderationt uon the Cnον ,? 
Men, but God, which trieth our Hearts. 

For neither at any time uſed we e BZ 
Words, nor 2 Cloak of | Covetouſneſs, i 


when we might have been burtherifomey as | 
<: the-Apoftles of : Chriſt. For ye remember, 
BZrethren, our Labour and Travel: For la- 
bouring Night and Day, becauſe we wand 
not be chargeable to any of you, we preach- i 
* ed unto you the Goſpel of God'. And 
_—_ in ahather Letter to them he: repeats | 
the fame Teſtimony of his Diſinteteſtedneſs: 
Neither did we eat any man's: Bread for 


< Travel Night and Day, that We might ; 
not be chargeable to any of you.” And 


fee him no more, he gives this Teſtimony: of 
himſelf, and appeals to chem for the- Truth of 
it: I have coveted no Man's Silver or Gold, 
© or Apparel. Yea, you yourſelves know, that 5 
© theſe Hands have miniſter'd unto my Neceſ- 
© fities; and to them that were with meꝰ. It is 
then evident both from the State of the Church 
when St. Paul firſt came inte it, and from his 


of f 


e Aub e s.. Pi 
1 eee his Wealth'by becoming a Chri- 
Y iereas by continuing to be their Ene- 
ad almoſt certain Hopes of making his 
EY tune by the Favour of thoſe whe were at 
3, the Head of the Jewiſß State, to whom nothing 
¶couid more recommend him than the Zeal that 


b 


5 


7 L + 

3 

* ä * 

ry; he , 
* 5 

* 8 4 % 

A 0 


Reptitation, that too lay all on the Side he for- 
book. The Sect he embraced was under the 
greateſt and moſt univerſal Contempt of any 
cker in the World. The Chiefs and Leaders of it 

Y were Men of the Loweft Birth, Education, and 
7 Rare. -T hey had no-one Advantage of Parts, 


recommend them. The Poctrines they taught 
; | were contrary to thoſe, which they who were 
a ccounted the Wiſeſt and the moſt Knowing 
of their Nation profeſt. The Wonderful 
Works that they did, were either imputed to 
'Y Magick or to Impoſture. The very Author and 
7 Head - of their Faith had been condemned as a 
Criminal, and died on the Crofs between two 
Thieves. Could theDiſciple of Gamaliel think 


becoming a Teacher in a College of -Fiſher- 
men Could he flatter himſelf, that either in or 
on of Tm the Doctrines he *raught could 
— 2 do 


he ſhewed in that Perſecution. As to Credit or 


or Eearning, or other Human Endowments to 


he ſhould gain any Credit or Reputation by 


4 


A 


1] 4 any. Moped No; he knew. very well 
1 Cor. i. that the Preaching Chriſt crucified was. Stun * | | 
23. Bling-block to the Jews, and 40; theGreeks Foolife- 3 
refs. He afterwards found by Experience, that in | 
all Parts of the World, Contem pt was the Por- | 
tionof whoever engaged in Preachinga Myſtery | 
ſo un palatable to the World, to all its Paſfions 7 
and Pleaſures, and ſo irreconcileable. to the 1 
Pride of Human Reaſon... We are. made (ſays | 
"| iv. he to the Corinthians) as the Filth of tbe HH 'orld, 4 | 
the Officouring of all things unto this. Day. 4 
Yet he went on as zealouſſy as he ſet out, and I 
was not aſhamed of the Gaſpel of Chriſt,” Certainly © 
then theDefire of Glory, the Ambition of mak- | 
ing to himſelf a great Name, was not his Motive 
to embrace Chriſtianity. Was it then the Love 
of Power ? Power, over whom? oyer a. Flock 
of Sheep driyen to the Slaughter, whoſe. Shep · fi 
herd himſelf had been, murdered a little before. 
All he could hope: from that Power was to be 
markt out in a particular Manner for the ſame Y 
Knife, which he had feen ſo bloodily drawn a» © 
gainſt. them. Could he expect more Mercy | 
from the Chief Prieſts and the Rulers, than'they | 
had ſhewn to Jeſus himſolf? Would not their 
Anger be probably fiercer againſt the Deſerter | 
and Betrayer of their: Cauſe, than againſt any | 
other 


a he a as <5. 
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10 Kell « 8 e I.) 37 

; hats of the poltles,, Wa 5 Power «1 ver le mean, . 

and deſpiſed : a Set of Men — the Attempt, 
ing with ſo much Danger? But ſtill it niay be 


4 fd; thers 4r2Tams neee Power 


9 pleaſed | with Meeven over abode Ley 
us. then fea: hh Rower Saint : Paul aflumed 
mayer the Chtiſtiang Did he pretend to: g 
W LSuperiority bver the other Apes ?: Nor 
„ declareſi hiirſelf abe leaſt fl them, i and leſs un aal. Wi 
ide leaſb. all S. Eyen int che: Churches C _ 
he planted himſelf, he Never (pretended. totan 9. 
Primacy or Roger above he: ether Apollas 
naorlwould he be regarded any rtherxwiſe thx 
„chem, than as. the Inſtrument to: them ofethe 
e Grace. of God, aand Preachers af the » Galgth | 
nat as the Head: of a Sec. Torthe Corintbir 
au he wWites, in theſe Mort . Now this I 1 
e, thatwigyery.one” of you faith, Lam of 14, 15, 
„Tau, aud: J C Apollegr.and I of GM 

1 and I of, Cami, 18 Chrif divided der Was ; 
L Hun  CEUCLIE for. yeu fOr Were E hap: 

i of +,xized.in the; Name of Payl?”. And in ang f. 1 

5 bier Place, Who then is Haul, and ho as * 
helle, hut, Miniſters by, whom ye her 

J <-liey!d, even, as the Lord gavę to every Man. 
For ws. preach not ourſelves, + but, Miß 2 Cor. ir. 
Ws ChE Teſs a 


 Confili ion apo the keen 
„n the Lord, ans aue yo m, 
hu hr Sa * 55 


Alz the Ainhority h he eherciſed over dem 3 
was purely of a. ſpiritual Nature, ending to 


their Inſtruction and Edifieation, without any WW 


Mixture of that civil Dominion in which | 
| Nite an Impoſtor can find his - Account. | 


Sau, Een, Xamolis, "nay even br, 
_ Pyedagiras,” who- join'd Legiſlation to his Phi: | 
lofophy; end like che others, prerended ts 
Miyaclts und Revelations frem God, to give 
1 wor venerable Sanction ts the Laws he P- 
| Legibed: Such, in later Times, Was attatfd 
by ou among the: C rbb, by Mabomes amen, 
1 che Arabiens, by Mg Copa among the Fe. AF 4 


Such was the: Dominion acquired and exer- | 
- eifed through, the.Pretence of divine Inſpira - 
mon, by many amtient Legiſlators, by Minor, IF | 

 Radahmontbus, Triptvlenss,  Tycurgus, Numa, 


Hetdians, by the Sof. Family among the Fr.. 


Jun, ad Ye of the Xeriffs among the Moors. 


© To filch a Domintorr did alfo/aſpire the many 1 


Falſe Meſfiahs among the Fetos. In ſhort, A ö 
Ipiritual Authority was only defired as a © 


Fovhdaribn* for temporal Power, 'or as the 3 


| © iſhed of it, by al theſe Pretenders wo bi. 
vine 4 


* 


. 


ee 


o 
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In che Diſciples under his Cate he freely we. 


, hich numberiels Inſtance ure 66 be lub 


he affected no temporal Power. Obbliidnte 
to their Rulers was the Doctrine he taugghn to Rom. xill 
dhe Churches he planted; and what he: mught 
he practiſed himſelf; nor did he uſe a of 
Y cunning Men recommend themſelves ks the 
Favour ef thoſe whori they endervbun fo 


ties kae -ahd cer wem nen 
bare uſtd the fame An! Put N. ral ad- 
Vvated tiothing in Government or Civil Aﬀaits, - 


ke meddled not with Lebiſtation; he fotmed 
ns Conitfbn-wealths,: he i raiſed: no Seditiants, 


Kibje& to their Power, Whatever was wrong 


proved, as it became # Teacher m Gad, 


in dll his Epiſtles” And he was 4s cabefhls of 
chem when he had left thetn, as While he l- 


7 ſided among them, wiüech an Impuſter would 
4 hartlly have been whoſe-Etids: were enter; A 
all in himſeif. This is the manner in Which 
bhe writes to the Theſſalonians. Whtrefore, 


* my Beloved, as ye have always - 6beyad, 
not in my Preſence only, but now much 
< more in my Abſence, worlt awe your dwn 
: Salration with Fear aun Trembliag, 7. 


: a N c a2 : C. ji. 
7 


Theſſ. c. 


- * 
22 
2 


r. . v. 42. - Andie little after he adds the | IJ 1 
cCauſerwhy' hen intereſtet: -bimelf:ſo- much in 


their Conduct, . That ye may be blamelcſs 


and harmleſs, the Sous of God im the midſt 
ii. v. 15.55 ufo eroqked and perverſe: Nation, among f : 


hom ye: ſhine+as,, Lights in the World, I 
- $nbitilding forth the Word of Life; chat 1 


b e migyrarcjdice- in te. Day of Crit, thut 1 ff 


tchave anot run in win, neither! boured in H | 
35 wein. ea and if I. be; offer ed upon the 1 
| Sacrifice! and Service of your Faith, I. joy 
g und rejoice} with you all.“ 3 
Words of Impoſtor deſiring nothing but 
temporal / Power? / No, they are evidenti7 
ritten iby: ne who-1gok'd. beyond the Beunds 
of his- Fife. But it may be: ſaid, that he 
affactecl at deaſt an ahſolute ſpiritual Power 


„ 


OVH 


Are theſe the 
| C3” & 1 


LY 


the) Churches he, formed. I anſwer, be 


Preached :Ghrift Jeſus: and; not himſelf. - Cbriſt 
Nas the Head, ihe. onlythe Miniſter, and for 


Re i ted. Bs. a. ot - as 


ly he gaveJhimielt to them. He call. 


* 2 Fre 12 7 3 2 5 " 
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ell thoſe who, aſſiſted him in preaching the 


50 
e : 


'his Rat and: Falcos 


£51 47 ak VOL Ju % A. bo hf 
8 on far Was — — i _ Adveart- 
rage oa bisher Ss: ſuperior; Learn- 


34 1 


ing, and more 7 of Thee Word. 5 claim 
115 "lin. any Supremacy above the other 
Apoſtles, that he made light of all whoſe © 
Attainments, and declared, that he came not- 
W 21th Excellency of Speech, or of Miſdan, But 
determined. to know nothing among thoſe he! con- 


And the Reaſon he gave for it was, That © 
their Faith ſhould. not ſtaud in the Wiſdom: of. 


Alen, but in the Power of God. Now "this 


Conduct put him quite on a Level with tlie 
other Apoſtles, Who knew Jeſus Curiſb as well 
Fas he, and had the Power of God going along 
ö with their Preaching in an equal Degree of Vir- 


: | Advantages, he would have extoll'd them. as 


or J Fhighly as poſſible, he would have ſet/1 .uphim- 
+ E by Virtue of them, as Head of that Sect 


o Which he accededy or at leaſt: of the Pro- 


IS 


cen Was done ks . Philoſopher who. 


formed a School; much more was it natural 
in one who propagated a new Religion. 
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3 vertect ſave Jeſus Chriſt, and bim \crucified;” D Fa 


tue and Grace. But an Impoſtor, whoſe Aim 
had been Power, would have acted a contrary- 
Part; he would have availed himſelf of all thoſe 


212 


ii. 
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2 thr Comvanſien 
Wes ſee ther the Biſhops of Nene have 
Chimed to themſel ves a Primacy, or rather 4 
| Manarchy over cha whale Chriſtian Church. 
If St. Paul had been aktuated by the ſame 
Lab „ Demiainn, it wis much eser for 
kim te have fycceeded in ſuch an Atermpt. 
Ir was much cafier. for him to make himſelf | 
Head of a few poor Mechanicks and Fiſher. 
then, whoſe Superior he always had been in 
_ the Eyes of the Wapld, than ſor the Biſhops E 
af Rama to reduce thoſe of Ravenna | or Alas 


Viete obliged ta 3 ther Panties 4 Y 
direc Contradiction to thoſe very Seriptures 
which they were forced to ground them up- 
en, and to the indiſputable Practice of tho 
whole Chriſtian Church for many Centuries. 
Theſe were ſuch Pifficulties as requir'd the A 
utmoſt Abilities and Skill to ſurmount. But 
the firſt Preachers of the Goſpel had eaſier | 
Means to carrupt a Faith not yet fully known, 
and | which in many Places could only ba 
known hy what they feverally publiſhed them- 
"ſelves. It was neceſſary indeed while they 1 
continued together, and taught the ſame 
P — that a 4 mould agree, otherwiſe the 1 
Credit 
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ee Paps. 
n of chi den e have been overs 


| thrawn 1 bo: when uber ang formed 
| i —— eee my 


3 in the For, of Ne Poul: 5 
moſt of the Churches he formed, ſo as to fa · 
vour his own Ambition: For he preached the 


XZ Gaſpel in Parts of the World where no other 
XZ Apoſtles had been, where Chriſt mas not nam 
bill he brought the Knowledge of him, avoid · 
ug 70 build upen cnotber Mam i Foundation, Nom 


had he been an Impoſtor, would he have oon: 


| fined himſelf to juſt the ſame Gaſpel as was 
delivered by the other Apoſtles, where he 


ſuch. a Latitude to preach what he . 

without Contradiftion ? Would he not have 
twiſted and warped the Doctrines of Chriſt ts 
his own Ends, to the particular Uſe and Expe- 
diency of his own Followers, and to the : pecus 
liar Support and Encreaſe of his own Power? 
That this was not done by St. Paul, or by any 


7 ther of the Apoſtles, in ſo many various Farts 

g of the World as they travelled into, and in 
Churches abfolutely under their own Direction: 
| t the Goſpel l by them all ſhould be 


—_— 


_ vg 


7 We. * on 
dne and the Tame, e the Doctrines agreeing in 
every Particular, without any one of them at- 
tributing more to himſelf chan lis did to the 
others, or eſtabliſhing any thing even in point 
of Order, or Diſcipline different from the reſt, 
or more advantageous to” his own * Intereſt, 
; t 250630 ** 4 2 uit) 211 6 n: 
If any one imagines that hę ſees any Difference be- 
tween the Doctrines of St. James and St. Paul, concerni 
Juſtifieation by Faith or by Works, let him read Mr. Locke's 


21 a I _ * 1 1 . 
* 1 WAL (Ai 


*%y- n excellent Comment upon the Epiſtles of the latter; or let 


Rim only conſider theſe Words in the firſt Epiſtle to the Co- 
rlurbiant, c. x, v. 27. But I tees under ir Body, and bring 
it into Subjection, leſt. that by ary Means, whin 1 have 
aucb to others, I myſelf ſbould be a Cu famuag. 
Af St, Poul had believed or taught, that Faith without 
Works was ſufficient to ſave a Diſciple of Chriſt, to what 
Pufpoſe did he'#rep under his Body,” ſince his-Salvation was 
not do depend upon That being ſubjected to the Power of 
his Reaſon, but meerly upon the Faith he profeſt? His 
Faith was firm," and ſo ſtrongly founded upon the moſt cer- 
tain Conviction, that he had no reaſon to doubt its Con 
tinuance; how could he then think it poſſible, that while 
de retained that ſaving Fairh, he might nevertheleſs le | 
Caftaway ? Or if he had ſuppoſed that his Election and ® 
Calling was of ſuch a Nature, as that it: zrreffitly 'impel= 
Jed him to Good, and reſtrained him from wil, pow gold 
he expreſs any Fear, leſt the Luſts of his Body ſhould pre- 
vent his Salvation? Can ſuch an Apprehenſion be made to 
agree with the Notions of abſolute Predeſtination aſcribed 
by Tome to St. Paul? He could have no Doubt that the 
Grace f Gad had been given to him in the moſt extraor- 
dinary Manner; yet we fee, that he thought his Elechion 
was not ſo certain, but that he might fall from it again 
through the natural Prevalence of hodily Appetites, if not 
duly reſtrained by his own voluntary Care. This ſingle 
Paſſage is a full Anſwer out of the Mouth ↄf -St. Paz] him- 
ſelf, to all the Miſtakes that have been made of his Mean- 


ing in ſome obſcure Expreffions concerning Grace, Election, 
and Juſtification. | 


Credit, 


. ASS. | 
* i ws 
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7 AUT. 


Eredit, or Power, 8 u mot ebe PO 
vincing Proof of their not being Impoſtors 


but «King entirely by L Divine memo airs 
1 Ar : , 
1% Non iGo n anw ebe 


r pee digh St. Paul trad TY 
to gain by taking this Part, let us conſider an 


che other hand, what he gave up, and what he 


had reaſon ko fear. He gave up a Fortune which 


3 be was then in a fair way of advancing. He 
gave up that Reputation which he had acquired 
* by the Labours and Studies of his whole Life, 
Phil. ili 6. 


and by a Behaviour which had 'been*blumeleſs; 
touching the Righteouſneſs which" is in the Laws 
He gave up his F riends, his Relations, and 
Family, from whom he eſtranged and baniſhed, 
himſelf for Life. He gave up that Religion which 
he had profited in above many his Equols in his twn 
Nation, and thoſe Traditions of his Fathers, which , 
he had been more exceeding ly zealous of. How: thu © 


this Sacrifice was to a Man of his warm Tem- 


per, and- above all Men to à Few, is worth 
Conſideration. That Nation is known to have 
been more tenacious of their religious Opinions 
than any other upon the Face of the Earth- 


The ſtricteſt and proudeſt Sect among them was 


chat of the Phariſees, under whole Diſci pline St. 
1 5 LE > Paul 


* 1. 
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Pext was bred, The departing therefore ſo ud. 


their Pride, and from their Diſciple be 1 
their Adverſary, was a moſt difficult Effort for 


one to make ſo nurſed up in the Eſteem of them, 


and whoſe early Prejudices were ſo ſtrongly 
confirmed by all the Power of Habit, all the 


Authority of Example, and all the Allurements 


of Honour and Intereſt, Theſe were the Sa- 


erifices he had to make in becoming a Chriſtian ; 


let us now ſee what Inconveniences he had ta 


fear : the implacable Vengeance of thoſe he 
deferted ; that fort of Contempt which is 
hardeſt to bear, the Contempt af thoſe whoſe 
good Opinion he had moſt eagerly ſought ; and 


all thoſe other com plicated Evils which he des 
| feribes' in his 2d Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 
Chap. xi: Evils, the leaſt of which were enough 
to have frighted any Impoſtor even from the 


moſt hopeful and profitable Cheat. But where 
the Advantage prap6fſed. bears ne Proportion 
to the Dangers incurred, or the Miſchiefs ens 


dured, he muſt be abſolutely out of his Senſes | 
who will either engage in an Impaſtare, « mi 


being engaged, perſevere. 


Uros 


7 


* 


ron — dend chink have et 


2 che Deſire of Wealth, of Fame, or of 
Power, could be no: Motive to make St. Paul 

Convert to Chriſt, but that on the contrary 
be muſt have been checkt hy that Defire, as 
Vell as by the juſt Apprehenfion of many in- 
Levitable and inſupportable Evil, from taking 
2 Part ſo contradictory to his paſt Life, to 
all the Principles he had imbibed, and all. the 
Kadi he Bad contrafted. It only'remains to 
IF be enquired, whether the Gratification of any 
7 -ocher! Paſſion under the Authority of that Re- 
ligion, or. by the Means at 2 could be 
his. Inducement. | 


Nov that there have been ſome Impoſtors 

| 3 pretended to Revelations from God, 
meerly to give a looſe to irregular Paſſions; and 

ſet themſelves free from All Reſtraints of Ge- 
vernment, Law, or Morali ty, both Ancjent 

and Modern Hiſtory ſnews. But the Doctrine 

i preached: by. St. Pau! is abſolutely. contrary to 
all ſuch Deſigns, His Writings, breath nothing Ses parti- 
7 hurthe ſtricteſt Morality, Obedience 'to Ma- Ran, 
\Siltrates Order and Government, with the ut- Gali 
moſt Abhorrence of all Licentiouſneſs, Idle- 3 
IF * or looſe Behaviour, under the Cloak o ß 
13 e WER: Religion. 
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See alſo 
2 Cor. i. 
12. & iv. 
2. 5 


| Confuderatimn ape „ the Co 


Religion: We no: where read in his Works 4 


that Saints are above moral Ordinances; that 
Dominion or Property is founded in Grace; 


that there is no Difference in Moral Actions; 
that any Impulſes of the Mind are to direct us 
againſt the Light of our Reaſon and the Laws | 
of Nature; or any of thoſe wicked Tenets 
from which the Peace of Society has been 
diſturbed, and the Rules of Morality have 


been broken by Men pretending to act 


under the Sanction of a Divine, Revelation. 
Nor does any Part of his Life, cither before or 


after his Converſion to Chriſtianity, bear any 
Mark of a Libertine Diſpoſition. - As among 
the Jews, ſo among the Chriſtians, his Conver- 
fation and Manners were blameleſs. Hear the 


Appeal that he makes to the Theſſalonians up- 


on his Doctrine and Behaviour among them: 


Our Exhortation was not of Deceit, nor of 


* Uncleanieſs, nor in Guile : Ye are Witneſſes, 


and God alſo, how holily, and juſtly, and ur- 


* Hlameably we behaved ourſelves among you 


that believe. Theſſ. ii. 3, 10. And to the 
Corinthians he ſays, we have wronged no Man, 


we have corrupted no Man, we have * 


no Man. 2 Cor. vii. We 1019s. Dr' Wl 


* Ip St. Paul had held any ſecret Doctrines, or: E/ 
rick, (as the Philoſophers called them) we ſhould 
probably found them in the Letters he wrote to 7; abs, 
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$0 ip, : ee Rill ir ia poſſible 
fans Men —— E would leave no 
22 Objection unanſwered) that though 

Sc. Rau! coyld hade no ſelfiſn or intefeſted View 


in-ugdettaking ſuolr an Impoſture, yet for the 


bi . aero "ity Mord Dodufides: helanight be if 


| the Chriſtian Faith, and make 


$47 of ſome ions Frauds to advadee a Rell- 


—— erroneous and falſe i in its 
Theolegisal Fenets, and in the Facts u pon 
which it was grounded, was in its — 


| and Influence beneficdl ro Manking” > 
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No. W it is true tl hat ſore good Men, in the 


18 22 


F HB World, have hoth pr erended 99 Divine 
1 P 1 
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gions they, knew to be” falſe, under a Notion NY 


+ "Ty 
E 


J E Revelations, and introduced or r ſupported Reli- 
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i . Kr and 22 bis  Boſom- F riends, and Diſcipl 


But both the 'Theological®and Moral Dotines are phy” y 


te 7e hem as Nonne! to che Churches, A very 
1 ro 


ſtrong pre 5 of of his being no Impoſtor! Sure 
had he been one, he'woald have given ſome Hints in 
Private Letters of the Cheat they were carrying on, and 


3 | ſome ſecret Directions to turn it to ſome worldly Pu 


0 
of one kind or another.: But no ſuch Thing is to be rot 


L in any one of them. The ſame diſintereſted, holy, and 


divine Spirit breaths in all theſe, as in the other more pub- 
ick Epiſtles, | 


WasS 


Tur firſt — unehvilias 
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the was; That if e fir mite oP, 


be alſo glorified rogerber,®” Af 


12 wild that Glory: een, vu, 17, 16. 
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Thing with God to revompence [or 


| * Tribulation to them that trouble you, and 
Li Jeſus Pull ze remtakl from Hen 
SN Ad wbb dit mi Dry Angels, &c. Thiff. i, 45 3, 
e . 7. And te the Corimbians he fays, f n 


we have Hope in Gris, we 


bare 


| 7882 


*be falſe,;meerly;for-the Sake oß ite Moral 7 1 
Here hat, upon: little Reflection, confures it- 
ö elf. 4 * „ Ky 4 N 975 SLIT An! 4 5 = 


8 1 Woyrp only 20d th f _ other Proofs I have 


che ſincerely believed. in him, this Obſervation: 


— — . Ha 0 | on: | 3Z 
tzmꝑt, the Torments,{ the Deaths; endured; by 2 
tbe Chriſtians in, that, Age, and, long afterwards if 3 
abundantly proves, Whoever profeſt the, Goipe! i 
under — irrten R withopt an ; dr 


ve; beem madayand. if my 
—— t by, Fraud. gr n have 
been worſe. than mad, be muſk hays. Þeen.! the 4 
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bis Mind the leaſt; Ray of Reaſon, expoſe 55 
elf to; ſhare; hem. i thoſe he, deceived, i in 
he Knew to | YA 


ttines ?: Such. an r me 1s tog abſurd to 
be ſuppoſed,,and I;gayell too, long on a No: | 
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given that St. Haul. could haye no. xitiqngl 
Motive to becomera Diſciple, of. Chr; rif,. | unleſs 


That whereas it may | be obj ccted to the other 
_ A 
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4 wy oller of Sl. Paut- 
ad Apoſtles, by thoſe who are” reſolved "riot to 
Pn: rede cheir Teſtimony, that having been 


by i * eeply engaged with Jeſus during his Life; 
on 2 hey were obliged to continue the ſame Pro- 
. feſſtons after his Death, for the Support of 
heir own Credit, and from having gone too 
Yer to go back, this can by no means be ad 
1 of St. Paul. On the contrary, whatever Force 
5 there may be in that Way of Reaſoning, it 
En tends to convince us that St. Paul muſt 
have naturally continued a Jew, and an Ene- 
my of Chriſt” Fefus. If they were engaged 
on one Side, he was as ſtrongly engaged on 
Y the other; if Shame with-held them from 
-| changing Sides, much more ought it to have 
IJ | hi him, - who being of a higher Education 
and Rank in Life a great deal than they, had 
| [ | more Credit to loſe, and muſt be ſuppoſed 
to have been vaſtly more ſenſible to that ſort 


» of Shame. The only Difference was, that 
4 chey by quitting their Maſter after his Death, 

5 1 might have preſerved themſelves ; whereas he 
= gy quitting the Jetos, and taking up the Croſs 

I Jof Cbriſt, certainly brought on his own De- 

J 1 ſtruction. 

$ 1 


: 3 As . no rational Motive appears 
r | fo St: Paul's embracing the Faith of Chrift, 
: 1 3 * | without 


"ik 
* 


that Part; one might very juſtly conclude, I 


of the Truth of it, and that, by 1 7. 
he was not an Impoſtor, who ſaid what he 


unaccountably wild and abſurd, as to under- i | 


it, he could not poſſibly have carried it on 


Canſderatim upon the Con ver fion Y 
without having been really convinced of the 1 
Truth of it; but on the contrary, every 9 
Thing concurred to deter him from ans 1 


that when a Man of his Underſtanding em- 1 q 
braced that Faith, he was in Reality convinced | 3 


knew to be falſe with an Intent to deccive. 


: By T that no Shadow of Doubt may re- F b, 
main upon the Impoſlibility of his having | 
been ſuch an Impoſtor; that it may not be 


ſaid, The Minds of Men are ſometimes ſo 
« capricious, that they will act without any 

* rational Motives, they know not why, ad | 
* ſo perhaps might St. Paul;: I ſhall next 
endeavour to prove, that if he had been o 


take an Impoſture ſo unprofitable and dange- 
rous both to himſelf and thoſe he deceived by 


with any Succeſs, by the Means that we know 
he employed. 


FixsT then let me obſerve, that if his Con- 
verſion, and the Part that he acted in conſe- 
quence 


and Apoltle eſhip of Se. paul. 


Y Yuence of it was an Impoſture, it was ſuch an 
an alone. The Faith he profeſs'd, and 


| Invention. He was not the Author or Be- 
3 inner of it, and therefore ,it was not in his 
Power to draw the Doctrines of it out of his 
Pn Imagination. With Jeſus, who was the 


{ Communication before his Death, nor with his 
A poſtles after his Death, except as their Perſecu- 
or. As he took on himſelf the Office and Cha- 


== 


q nowledge of all the Facts contained in the 
ö Goſpel, ſeveral of which had only paſt be- 
een Jeſus himſelf and his twelve Apoſtles, 
nd others more privately ſtill, ſo that they 


'- 
2 J $ould be known but to very few, being not 


et made publick by any Writings ; other- 


1 4 Fic he would have expoſed himſelf to Ridi- 
„ zule among thoſe who preach' d that Goſpel 


1 Vith more Knowledge than he; and as the 
43 eſtimony they bore would have been diffe- 
Ent in Point of Fact, and many of their Do- 
Frines and Interpretations of Scripture re- 


3 3 Pugnant to his, from their entire Diſagree- 


8 hent with thoſe Fewiſh Opinions in which he 
'F D 2 was 


4 In poſture as could not be carried on by one 


hich he became an Apoſtle of, was not his 


Author and Head of it, he had never had any 


Hacter of an Apoſtle, it was abſolutely neceſ- 
1 for him to have a preciſe and perfect | 


* 


was bred up; either they muſt have been ; 


| ſtians © perſecuted, | but not exact or exten 


Confiderations upon the i 


forced to ruin his Credit, or he would tan 
Tuin'd theirs. Some general Notices he might 
have Ie of theſe Matters from the Chri- 


ſive enough to qualify him for an Apoſtle . 
whom the leaſt Error in theſe Points would 
have diſgraced, and who muſt have been ruined 
by it in all his Pretenſions to that Inſpiration, a 
from whence the Apoſtolical Authority was 
chiefly derived. I 


DU 
he! 


Ir was A im poſſible for * to 20 
this Part but 1 in Confederacy at leaſt with the) 4 E 


aw a + + 


preach the Goſpel did not only require an ex- L 
act and Particular Knowledge of all it con- , 
rained, . but an apparent Power of working 
Miracles; . for. to ſuch a Power all the Apo- le 
ſtles appeal'd in Proof of their Miſſion and b 
of the Doctrines they preach'd. He was there - 3 
fore to learn of them by what ſecret Arts 05 
they, ſo impoſed. . on the Senſes of Men, if 
this Power was a Cheat. But how could he I 
gain theſe Men to become his Confederates? 
Was it by furiouſiy perſecuting them and 
their Brethren, as we find that he did, to well 
very » . 


e 


"> * 
ld - if 


© 
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"ond olli, of St. Pavr. ; 
ry Moment of his Converſion ? Would 


the Secrets of their Impoſture, with thoſe 


Seen their Ae and Aﬀiſtance. bf < 
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The Diſciples of Grit were not called Chriſtians till 
Fier this time, but I uſe the Name as moſt familiar to us, 
nd to avoid Circumlocutions, 


* 2 r 
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Ey venture to truſt their capital Enemy with 


don which all their Hopes and Credit de- 
nded ? Would they put it in his Power to 

Ire away not only their Lives, but the Ho- 

ai pur of their Sect, which they preferred to 
I zeir Lives, by ſo ill-plac'd a Confidence 5 
Would Men ſo ſecret as not to be drawn by 
\e moſt ſevere Perſecutions, to ſay one Word 
Fhich could convince them of being Impo- 

Hors, confeſs themſelves fuch to their Perſe- 
tor, in Hopes of his being their Accom- 
lice ? This is ſtill more impoſſible than that 
could attempt to engage in their Fraud 


W muſt Me u del that till he came 

® Damaſcus, he had no Communication with 
r te Apoſtles, acted in no Concert with them, 
* learnt nothing from them except the Do- 
Erines which they had publickly taught to all 
4 he World. When he came there, he told 
he Fews to whom he brought Letters from 
e High-Prieſt -and the Synagogue againſt 
e Chriſtians, of his having ſeen i in the Way / 


% 
"0 


Confiderat ions upon the Converfian 


2 great Light from Heaven, and heard Chrif 4 


Jeſus reproaching him with his Perſecution, 
and commanding him to go ir to the city 


3 3 


3 


where it ſhould be told him what he was to 3 ; 


do. But to account for his chuſing this Me- 1 


thod of declaring himſelf a Convert to Chrift, E 


we muſt ſuppoſe that all thoſe wha were with 


him, when he pretended he had this Viſion, 3 ; 
were his Accomplices. Otherwiſe the Story 


he told could have gain'd no Belief, being 
contradicted by them whoſe Teſtimony was 
neceſſary to vouch for the Truth of it. And 


yet how can we. ſuppoſe, that all theſe Men * 
ſhould be willing to join in this Impoſture ? | 
They were probably Officers of Juſtice, or | 


Soldiers, who had been employ'd often be- 1 
fore in executing the Orders of the High- A 
Prieſt and the Rulers againſt the Chriſtians. I 


Or if they were choſen particularly for this Fy 
Expedition, they muſt have been choſen by 43 | 
them as Men they could truſt for their Zeal Y 
in that Cauſe. What ſhould induce them to 1 
the betraying that Buſineſs they were employ⸗ 
ed in? Does it even appear that they had any 1 
Connection with the Man they ſo lied for, before, L | 
or after this T ime, or any Reward from him b 


for it ? This is therefore a Difficulty in the firſt 


Outſet of this Impaſture not to be overcome. 
| | Bur 


* 
* 


and” Ave, 72 97 Sr. Paul. 
Bor further, he was to be inſtructed by one 


t Damaſcus. That Inſtructor therefore muſt 
have been his Accomplice, though they ap- 
ed to be abſolute Strangers to one ano- 
ther, and though he was a Man of an excel- 
; 4 Ilent Character, % had a good Report F all 
th 4 tbe Jews that dwelt at Damaſcus, and ſo was 
very unlikely to have engaged in ſuch an Im- 


”TY 


3 , 
e- 


vicked Fraud, and the whole Matter muſt 


But here again the ſame Objection occurs: 

How could this Man venture to act ſuch a 
dangerous Part withoutthe Conſent of the other 
Diſciples, eſpecially of the Apoſtles, or by what 


8 "I how abſurdly did they contrive their Buſi- 
2 neſs, to make the | Converſion - of Saul the 
Effect of a Miracle which all thoſe who were 
9 with him mult certify did never happen! 


How much eafier would it have been to 


1 have made him be preſent at ſome pretended 
MNiracle wrought by the Diſciples, or by Ana- 
nias himſelf, when none were able to diſcover 
4 1 the Fraud, and have imputed his Converſion 
to that, or to the Arguments uſed by ſome of 
D 4 a his 


poſture. Notwithſtanding theſe Improbabili- 
ties, this Man, I ſay, muſt have been his Con- 
dent and Accomplice in carrying on this 


have been previouſly agreed on between them. 


Means could he obtain their Conſent ? And 


4 


r upon the „ 
his Priſoners, v. whom he might have diſcourſed | 
With, nden d. about their Faith, and 
the Grounds of it, in ns: to. calpur his 1 in- 
tended ee „lte de e b. 


Ss $ this v was' i cafeſt; 957 i Was * melt c 
natural Method of bringing about ſuch a | 
Change ; inſtead of aſcribing it to an Event : 
which lay ſo open; to a Detection. For he] 
uſe. the Words of St. Paul to Agrippa) this 

Ages xxvi. Thing was not done in a Corner, but in the _— 

Ver. 26. of the World, and fubje& immediately to the 
Examination of thoſe who would be moft | 

ſtrict in ſearching into the Truth of it, the þ 

Jens at Damaſcus, Had they been able to | 

bring any Shadow of Proof to convict him of 

Fraud in this Affair, his whole Scheme of 

Impoſture muſt -have been nipt in the Bud. 

Nor were They at Jrruſalem, whoſe Commiſ- 

ſion he bore, leſs concern'd to diſcover. ſo pro- 

voking a Cheat. But we find that, many Vears 

afterwards, when they had had all the Time 

and Means they could deſire to make the ſtrict- 

eſt Enquiry, he was bold enough'to appeal to 

Agrippa in the Preſence of Feſtus, upon his 

Ibidem. own Knowledge of the Truth of his Story; 

who did not contradict him, though. he had. 

| Certainly heard all that the Fews could. alledge- 
| "_—_ 
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ſtory or Tradition, and let us ſee in what 
manner this wondrous Impoſture was carried 


- and -dpaftiefhip of St. Paul- 


. gainſt che Credit of it in any Particiilar,” | 
A very remarkable Proof both of che Noto- 
IJ ricty of the Fact, and the Integrity 6f the 
Man, who with fo fearleſs a Confidence could 
x call upon a King to give Teſtimony for him, 
even while he was n in "Y RET 8 
him. 


— * I 7 * a * y 
FN of mois n 1 1 * * 0 


Bor to return to Ananias. Is it not ſtrange 
Fit this Story had been an Impoſture, and he 
had been joyn'd with Paul in carrying it on, 
rat after their Meeting at Damaſcus we never 
mould hear of their conſorting together, or 
acting in Concert, or that the former drew” , 
any Benefit from the Friendſhip” of the latter, ] 
when he became ſo conſiderable among the 
Chriſtians? Did Ananias engage and continue 
nn ſuch a dangerous Fraud without any Hope ; 
| 7 or Deſire of private Advantage? Or was it 
ſafe for Paul to ſhake him off, and riſk his 
KRNeſentment ? There is, I think, no other way 
to get over this Difficulty, but by ſuppoſing 
chat Ananias happen d to die ſoon after the 
c 4 other's Converſion. Let us then take that for 


granted without any Authority either of Hi- 


On 


5 | Conſideratintis upon the — : 
on by Paul himſelf, His firſt Care ought to | 7 
have been to get himſelf own'd, and yy 4 6 
as an Apoſtle by the Apoſtles. Till this was 4 
done the Bottom he ſtood upon was very nar- I 
row, nor could he have any probable means 
I ſupporting himſelf in any Eſteem or Cre- | 
dit among the Diſciples. Intruders into Im- 
poſtures run double Riſks; they are in Dan- 
ger of being detected, not only by thoſe up- 
on whom they attempt to practiſe their Cheats, 
but alſo by thoſe whoſe Society they force 
themſelves into, who muſt always be jealous ; | 
of ſuch an Intruſion, and much more from 4 
one who had always before behav*d- as their 2 
Enemy. Therefore to gain the Apoſtles, and 
bring them to admit him into a Participation 
of all their Myſteries, all their Deſigns, and 3 
all their Authority, was abſolutely neceſſary - IJ 
at this Time to Paul. The leaſt Delay 
was of dangerous Conſequence, and might 
expoſe him to ſuch Inconveniences as he never F 
afterwards could overcome. But inſtead of | 
Gal. i. attending to this Neceſſity, he went into Ara- 
* bia, and then return'd again to Damaſcus; 
nor did he go to Jeruſnlem till. m— —_— : 
n ee e e 
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and volt 10 of. St. Paul. 


| Naw. this Conduct may be accounted for, 
ik is be true that (as he declares in his Epiſtle 
4 [to the Galatians ) 6 he neither received the Goſ- Gal. i. 12. 


« pel of any. Man, neither was he taught it, 
but by the Revelation of Jeſus Chriſt.” Un- 


der ſuch a Maſter, and with the Aſſiſtance of 


his Divine Power, he might go on boldly Withg 


+» out any human Aſſociates; but an Impoſtor ſo 


| left to himſelf, ſo deprived of all Help, all 


| FT pport, all Nee could not have 


ſucceeded. 


FvurrT ui we find that at Antioch he was 


not afraid to withſtand Peter to bis Face, and 


| even fo reprove him before all the Diſciples, becauſe 


he was to be blamed. If he was an Impoſtor, 11, 1 Pe 


how could he venture ſo to offend that Apoſtle, 


whom it ſo highly concerned him to agree 
with, and pleaſe ? Accomplices in a Fraud are 


"+3 


2 obliged to ſhew greater Regards to each other; 
- ſuch F reedom belongs to Truth alone. 


1 let us i what Difficulties he hind to 


encounter among the Gentiles themſelves, in the 


Enterprize he undertook of going to Them, ma- 
king himſelf heir Apoſtle, and converting Them 
ta the Religion of Chrifft. As this Undertaking 


was the — Part of his Apoſtolical 
Functions, 


Conflebations 3 pon the Curve fin 


Functions, that which, in the Language of Kis 4 


Epiſtles, he was particularly called to; or which, 


to ſpeak like an -Unbeliever, he choſe and 9 % 
aſſigned to himſelf, it deſerves a particular 1 


Conſideration: But I ſhall only touch the prin- 


cipal Points of it as conciſely as I can, becauſe = 
you have ina great Meaſure exhauſted the Sub⸗ 1 
ject in your late excellent Book on the Refur- WM 
rection, where you diſcourſe with ſuch Strength 1 
of Reaſon and Eloquence upon the Difficulties 
that oppoſed the Propagation of the Chriſtian WM 
Religion, in all Parts of the World. 


Now in this Enterprize St. Paul was to con- 


tend, I/, with the Policy and Power of the Ma- 


 giſtrates;-2dh, With the Intereſt; Credit, and 


Craft of the Prieſts; 3d, With the Prejudices = 
and Paſſions of the People; 4th, With tze 


Wiſdom and Pride of the Philoſophers. ] 


. AT in x all Heathen ene the eſtabliſhed 5 


Religion was interwoven with their Civil Conſti- 


tution, and ſupported by the Magiſtrate as an 


eſſential Part of the Government, whoever has 
any Acquaintance with Antiquity cannot but 


know. - They tolerated indeed many different 


Worſhips, (tho* not with ſo entire a Latitude as ; 
{ome People ſuppoſe) and they ſuffered Men 


to 


* 


ay 


Py hath oh as 


9 


to diſcourſe. 8 freely concerning Religion, 


provided they would ſubmit to an exterior 


Conformity with the eſtabliſhed Rites; nay, 


according to the Genius of Paganiſm which 
allowed an Intercommunity of Worſhip, they 
in moſt Places, admitted, without any great 
Diffculty, new Gods and new Rites 3 but they 
no where endured any Attempt to overturn the 


eſtabliſhed Religion, or any direct Oppoſition 


made to it, eſteeming that an unpardonable 
Offence, not to the Gods alone, but to the 


State. This was ſo univerſal a Notion, and ſo 


conſtant a Maxim of Heathen Policy, that when 
the Chriſtian Religion ſet itſelf up in Oppoſi- 
tion to all other Religions, admitted no Inter- 


community with them, but declared that the 


Gods of the Gentiles were not to be worſhiped, 
nor any Society ſuffered between them, and the 
only true Cod; when this new Doctrine begun 
to be propagated, and made ſuch a Progreſs 
as to fall under the Notice of -the Magiſtrate, 
the Civil Power was every where armed with 
all its Terrors. againſt it. When therefore 


St. Paul undertook the Converſion of the 
Gentiles, he knew very well, that the moft 


ſevere Perſecutions muſt be the n 1 
nd *. in his Deſign. 


A 


46 
* % 


Confideratio ons upon the Converfion 


SzconDLY, This Danger was rendered mote | 


certain by the Oppoſition he was to expect from 
the Intereſt, Credit, and Craft of the Prieſts. 


How gainful a Trade they, with all their infe- 
rior Dependents, made of thoſe Superſtitions 
which he propoſed to deſtroy; how much 


Credit they had with the People as well as 


the State by the Means of them, and how 


much Craft they employed in carrying on their 
Impoſtures, all Hiſtory ſhews. St. Paul could 
not doubt that all theſe Men would exert their 


utmoſt Abilities to ſtop the Spreading of the 


Doctrines he preached, Doctrines which ſtruck 


at the Root of their Power and Gain, and were 


much more terrible to them than thoſe of the 


moſt Atheiſtical Sect of Philoſophers, becauſe 
the latter contented themſelves with denying 
their Principles, but at the ſame Time declared 
for ſupporting their Practices, as uſeful Cheats, 
or at leaſt acquieſced in them as Eſtabliſhments 


authorized by the Sanction of Law. Whatever 
therefore their Cunning could do to fupport 
their own Worſhip, whatever Aid they could 


draw from the Magiſtrate, whatever Zeal they 
could raiſe in the People, St. Paul was to con- 


tend with, OY by we human Aſſifs 
tance. | 


AND 
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und Aae! leftip of St. Paur. 
1 Thirdly, This he was to do in direct Op- 


: Poſition to all the Prejudices, and Paſſions of the 
Peeo ple. Now had he confined his Preaching to 


x Judea alone, this Difficulty would not have 


1 occurred in near ſo great a Degree. The 


cles the: Apoſtles had wrought, as well as 
by the Memory of thoſe done by Jeſus, that 


find that the High Prieſt, and the Council, 

more than once been withheld from treating 
the Apoſtles with ſo much Severity as they 
= deſired to do, for fear of the People. But in 
che People among the: Gentiles no ſuch Diſ- 
Y poſitions could be expected: Their Preju- 
dices were-yiolent, not only. in favour of their 
own Superſtitions, but in a particular Man- 
7 ner againſt any Doctrines taught by a Jew. 
2 As from their Averſion to all Idolatry, and 
irreconcileable Separation from all other Reli- 
ions, the Jews were accuſed of hating Man- 
kind, ſo were they hated by all other Nations: 
nor were they hated alone, but deſpiſed. To 
M what a Degree that Contempt was carried, ap- 
1 pears a as s well ENT all the n made of them 
1833 CS in 


in Spite of their Rulers, they begun to be fa- 
vourably diſpoſed towards them; and we even Acts ii, 


people there were ſo moved by. the Mira- 


21. & v. 


26. 


Acts ix, 
22. 


in Heathen Authors, as by tlie Complaints Jo- 


Preaching would carry along with it, among 
People to whom he was at once both the Ob- 


ſhocked all their moſt ingrafted religious 
Opinions. They agreed to no Principles of 
Which he could avail himſelf to procure their 
Aſſent to the. other Parts of the Goſpel he 
 preaclied....To convert the ue to Chrift-Feſus, 
de was able to argue from their own Serip- 


| that Jeſur was the very Chriſt. But all theſe 


oppoſed by thoſt who were greateſt, and thought 


Configer etiong ugon the Couverfon 


ſepbus makes of the Unreaſonableneſs : and: In- 
juſtice of it in his Apology. What Authority 
then could St. Paul flatter himſelf that his 


F 2 


ject of national Hatred and national Scorn 


But beſides this popular: Prejudice againft 4 
Je, the Doctrines he taught were fork” as 


tures, upon the Authority of Bboks which they 
owned to contain Divine Revelations; ' and | 
from which he could: clearly convince them, 


Ideas were new tothe Gentiles ; they Expected 
no: Chriſt," they allowed no ſuch Seriptirres, 
they were to be taught che Old Teſtament as well 
as'the: New. How. was' this to be dene by a 
Man not even authorized by his own Nation; 


moe SSI ou ge er 


wiſeſt among them ; either quite fingle, or 
"i only 


4 


re ww @ Oc. ©. » 


ſerving the Creature more than the Creator. And 


. 


ay ee e two more Gar = 


es, and even ann 


as Fe Nature A e ex- . 
prof Revelations, might have conducted the 
Miles to the Knowledge of one God: the 
Crearpr:of all Things, and to that Light St. 


made like: to corruptible Man, and 10 Birds, 2 
1. faoted Beaſts, aud creeping: Things, and 


to this Idolatry they. were [ſtrongly aach. d, 
not by their Prejudices alone, but by their 
Paſſions, which were Hatter d and: 3 in 
it, as they believed that their Deities would be 
render'd propitious, not by Virtue and Holi- 
neſs, but by Offerings, ad Incenſe, u 
ward Rites; Rites which datled their. Senſye 

magnificent Shews, amd. 'allured-/them by 
Fleaſures often of 'a yery impure and imino - 


ral Nature. Inſtead of all this, the —_ "i 


propoſed to them no other Terms of 


| tance, with God but a Worſhip...of him i 
Spirit and Truth, ſincere Repentance, and 


E. 7 per- 


Paul might appeal, as we find that he did. ome 
But | clear” as it was; they had almoſt put it 2, 28. 
out by their Superſtitions, having changed tbe pom. i 


Gl of the uncorraptible Cod into an Tmage 23, 24. 


Gal. ch. Works of-tbe Fleb, for the ſpiritual Worſhip 
„ be de aaf God, how were they Wil 


perfect. SubmiGon-ito. the * le 1 | 
ſtricteſt Purity of Life 8 e 
nouncing of all thoſe Luſts in which. they: had , 
formerly walk d. How unpalatable a Do- 
| &rine, was this to Men fo given up ta The 1 
Power of thoſe Luſts as the whole Heathen 
World was at that time! If their Philoſopher Z 
could be brought to approve it, there couid 
be no Hope that the People would -reliſh. it, 
* rg „ the Eaſe and n Which 
.. to gw — for one ſo harth Ind ſe⸗· 
vere. But might not St. Paul, in order to 
gain them, relax that Severity? He might Wl 
have done ſo, no doubt, and probably would, 
if he had been an Impoſtor; but it appears 
by all his Epiſtles, that he preach'd it as pure- 1 
I, and pry it a8 n as ors hime 
GE {oor aniniet] 112ks 3 
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to quit: thrir habitual Senſualiry for the Pu- 
rity of the. Goſpel, and to forſake their Ido- 
latries, ichicir St. Paul teckons amongſt vb i 
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5 of 1 Piero 
— ie Doctrine df: the Salvation 


of Ma By the Crofs of "Jas C85f# Could | 4 
they 'who were bred in Notions-f6 eontrary 


to that gent Myſtery,” to that Hicke Wiſdom of , _ i, 


Cod, which none of the Princes of this World 7. 8. 

i BY knew, incline to receive it againſt the Inftruc- 
tions df all their Teachers, and th Bample | 
0 BY of an their Superiors? Could they 'whoſt 
| Gods kad almoſt all been powerful Kings, 


| and” mighty Conquerors, they, who at chat 
very Time paid divine Honours to the Em- 


„ bperors of Rome, Whoſe! only Title to Deiß- 
0 BY cation was the” Imperial Power, could they, 


1 fay; reconcile their Ideds to a erucifled Sor 


God, to à Redeemer of Mankind on the 
Cros? Would they loo chere for him ho 


a, mags of ie invjfblt God,” the Fin: born Colo l. 
bee Ortature':' By whom and for bon m . 15 

l Things created that ars in Heaven, aul chat wy 

me in Earth, whether bey be Thronts, of Do- 

8 minions, by Prinetpulities, of Powers? No, moſt o 

WT furely,” tbe natural” Man (to ſpeak in the ! Car. fie 

f | Words of St. Pak!) riteived ner thiſt Things, .* wht 

r they are Fooli foneſs "to bim; neit ber could be 

| know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. . 

I may therefore conclude, that in the Enter- 
| prize of converting. the Gentiles, St. Paul was 

Fr / E 2 to 


- 


Jo 


if he had been an Impoſtor; but it appears 


perfect Submiſſion to —— AM th 


ſtricteſt Purity of Life and Manners, and- te- 

nouncing of all thoſe Luſts in which they had 
formerly walk d. How unpalatable a Do- 
ctrine was this to Men fo given up to che 
Power of thoſe Luſts as the whole Mienen 
World was at that time! If their Philoſ 
could be brought to approve it, there: . 


be no Hope that the People would: reliſh it; 
or n the Eaſe. and indent hien 
42 * tie 1 fe ane: ſo harſh and- 4 


vere. But might not St. Paul, in order to 
gain them, relax that Severity? He might 
have done ſo, no doubt, and probably would, 


by All his Epiſtles, that he preach'd it as pure - 
ly, and: 1 it a8 N as _ hime | 
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— Bur ſuppoſing they wig be ee 
to quit: thifr habitual Senſuality for the Pu- 
rity :of che Goſpel, and to forſake their Ido- 


latries, chic St. Paul reekons amongſt be 
Gal. ch. Works of: Abe Fleſh, for the ſpiritual Worſhip 
2 of:ede- oue n God, how were they dif- 
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mn ** of 55 Faure 
—— ths Doctrine df: the: Sulv: 


| of May by the Croc of 'Fajis chr ,? Could 
they 'who were 'bred in Notions: fo contrary 


to that great Myſtery,” to that hidden Willow of , Cor i. 
God, which none of the Princes of this Forks 7. 8. 


knew, incline to receive it againſt the Inſtruc- 
tiens df all their Teachers, arid kite Ekample 
of all ch eir Superiors ? Could they hoſe 
Gods! had almoſt all been powerful Kings, | 
and mighty Conquerors, they, who at that 
very Time paid divine Honours to the Em. 
perors of Nome, Whoſe only Title to Deifi- 
) cation was che Imperial Power, could they. 
I Ry, reconcile their Ideas to a crucifled Sor 
of God, to à Redetmer of Mankind on the 
Croſs? Would they lock there for him ahbe 


is tbe Mage of the” invijble God, the Pint. born Coloſ 1. 
\ of eve Onaturt': By 1obom and for aubum cer 5. 6. 


all Things created that ars in Heaven, and that 
are in Earth, whether thiy' bt Throne, or Do- 
minions, 4 Principalities, os Powers? No, moſt 


Words of St. Paul) received. not theſe Things, 
for they are Fooli foneſs to bim ; neither coud be 
know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. _. 
I may therefore conelude, that in the Enter- 
prise of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul was 
A Vs. t 


ſurely. ' the natural Man (co ſpeak in the 1 iis 


i 


the Doctrines of Chriſt than thoſe of the Vul- 
gar, more deeply rooted, and more obſtinate- 
ly fixed in their Minds. The Wiſdom upon 
which they valued themſelves, chiefly conliſt- 
ed in vain metaphyſical Speculations, in logi- 
cal Suhtleties, in endleſs | Diſputes, in high- 


erte . : * 3 Aer 


no leſs. Oppoſition from the Wiſdom and 


. raiſed and refin'd above vulgar Prejudices and 


him in his Deſign, it will be found upon Exa- 
mination that inſtead of aſſiſting, or befriend- 
ing the Goſpel, they were its worſt and molt 


to 3 not oy with 
Power of the heroes yo eg 
reſt, Credit, and Craft of the Prieſts; but 
alſo with the ele, and Paſſions 45 the 


N © poo ns a: chat e ee 


/ 


Pride -of the Philoſophers. And though ſome 
may imagine, that Men who pretended to be 


vulgar. Paſſions, would have been helpful to 


irreconcileable Enemies. For they had Pre- 
judices of their own ſtill more repugnant to 


flownh-Conctits.of the Perfection and Self-ſuf- 
ficiency of. human Wiſdom, in dogmatical 
Poſitiveneſs about doubtful Opinions, or ſcep- 


tical Doubts about the moſt clear and certain 
Truths. 


2 of * paul. 52 
appear at firſt Sight, chat 
— 2 bees contradictory” to the 
firſt Principles of the Chriſtiar Religion, than 
thoſe of the Atheiſtical, or Sceptical Secks, 
which at that Time prevailed very much, both 
among the Greets and the Romans; nor ſhall 
ve find that the Theiſtical Sects were much 
leſs at Enmity with it, when we conſi- 
der the Doctrines wy. be * che N 
of Gans and the Soul. 


Bur 7 will not kd on a Subject which wy 


thi moſt learned Mr. Warburton has handled gation 
ſo well. If it were neceſſary to enter particu- 
. lacy into the Argument, I could eaſily prove, late — 
that there was not one of all the different Bed, 4 
philoſophical Secs then upon Earth, not even Critical | 
the  Platonicks themſelves, who are thought ge 


to favour it moſt, that did not maintain ſome — 
Opinions fundamentally contrary to thoſe of ctice of 


the an- 


the Goſpel. And in this they E agreed, to Genr Phi. 
explode as moſt unphiloſophical, and contrary lolophers, 
to every Notion that any among them main- — tha 
tained, that great Article of the Chriſtian Re- 1 og 
ligion, upon which the Foundations of it! are and a fu- 
laid, and without which St. Paul deelares to * ture State. 
his Froſelytes, their Faith would be vain, the 1 Cor. xv. 
1:4 | E 3 Re- 17, 20, 


| Refurregtion of the Dan wietcheir Bede 0 of 
* which Reſumection Chrift Was tbe Finſtnborn. 
Belides., the Contraricty of their Tenets to 
thoſe of the Goſpel, the Pride that vas com- 


mon teh all the Philoſophers, was of. itſelf an 


fon of the Ev 


Rom. 1: 
22. 


profeſſing tbemſelves to be wiſe they became Fools, 


almoſt invincible Obſtacle againſt the Admiſ- 
| Dodrines calculated 
to humble- that Pride, and teach them, that 


This Pride was no leſs intractable, na Jeſs. 
averſe to the Inſtructions of Chriſt, or of his 
Apoſtles, than that of the Scribes and Pbari- 


5 ſees. St. Paul was therefore to contend in his 


ze of converting the:Gentiles, with all 


4 5 | . that could be made to it hy all 


the different Sects of Philoſophers. And how 


formidable an Oppoſition, this was, let thoſe 


conſider, who arg. from Hiſtory 


with the great Credit thoſe Sects had obtain'd 


21 that Time in the World, a Credit even.fu- I} 
perior to that of the Prieſts, Whoęver pre- 


tended to Learning or Virtue. was their Diſ- 


ciple ; the greateſt Magiſtrates, Generals, 


5 Kings, ranged themſelves under their Diſci- 
pline, were train'd up in their Schools, and 


prafeſs d the Opinions they taught. 


ALL 


Apo) Fry F S. Paul. 
. made it 4 Maxim not to 
. Worffip, or <tabliſhed 


Religion 3 bur 1 nder tlloe Limitations they 


eve they pleased: and - 


religious Op nions der mòre warmly f 


| Followers. 


- 


ed; than thoſe they eder Were by _ 
The Chfitlan Religion at once 
overturned their feveral Syſtems,” taught a 


* Morality more perfect than theirs, and eſta- 


bliſhed it upon higher, and much ſtronger 


Foundations, mortified their Pride, confound- 
ed their Learning, diſcover'd their Ignorance, | 
tuin'd their Credit. Againſt ſuch an Enemy 
what would they not do? Would - they not 


exert the whole Power of their” Rhetorick, 


the whole Art of their Logick, their In flu- 


ence over the People, their Intereſt with the 


Great, to diſcredit a Novelty: ſo alarming to 
chem all? If St. Paul had had nothing to 
truſt to but his own natural Faculties, his 
own Underſtanding, Knowledge, and Elo- 
quenee, could he have hoped to be ſingly a 
Match for all theirs united againſt him? 


Could a Teacher unheard of before: „from an 


obſcure and unlearned Part of the World, 
have withſtood the Authority of Plato, Ari- 
by ä Zeno, Arcęfilaus, Carneades, 

E 4 ä All 


2 14 4 
- 


all the great] Names which held the firſt Rank. 
of human Wiſdom ? He might as well have 
attempted alone, or with the Help of Berna- 


Jas and Silas, of Timotheus and Titus, to have 


erected a Monarchy upon the Ruins of all te 
ſeveral States then in the World, as to have 
erected Chriſtianity upon the Deſtruction of 
all the ſeveral Sects of Philoſophy, which 
reign'd i in the Minds of the Gentiles, among 
whom he * perticularly the Goals and 
the Reman. {+ tel bags 


"I: ial . 

the Work of converting the Gentiles, St. Paul | 
could have no Aſſiſtance, but was ſure on the 
contrary of the utmoſt Repugnance and Op». 
Poſition to it imaginable from the Magiſtrates, . 
from the Prieſts, - from the People, and from 
the Philoſophers; it neceſfarity follows, that 
to ſucceed in that Work he muſt have: called 
in ſome extraordinary Aid, - ſome ſtronger 
Power than that of Reaſon and Argument. 
Accordingly we find, he tells the Corinthians, 
that his Speech and Preaching war, not with 


enticing Words of Man's Wiſdom, but in De- 


monſtration of the Spirit and of Power, 1 Cor. 
i. 4. And to hs * * he ſays, Our 
Coſpel 


It was the Exesey df the Dioine 
that: he aſcribed all his Succeſs in _ View 
tries, and wherever elſe he platted the Goſpel 
of Chriſt: If that Pow 
him, it would enable him to overcome all 
thoſe Difficulties that obſtructed his Enter-. 
prize, but then be 1085 not an Impoſtor e Out 
Enquiry therefore muſt be whether (ſuppoſing 
him to have been an Impoſtor) he could by pre- 
tending to Miracles have overcome all thoſe Diffi- 
es * cxrried on his Wu with Succeſs? 


Wop to 5 3 
= the any Reputation, two Circumſtances, 
e principally neceſſary, an apt Diſpoſition 
a are deſigned to impoſe 
upon, and 4 powerful, Confederacy to carry 
on, and abett the Cheat. Both theſe Circum- 
ſtances, or at leaſt one of them, have always 
accompanied all the falſe Miracles ancient and 
modern, which have obtain'd any Credit a- 
mong Mankind. To both theſe was owing 
the general Faith of the Heathen World in 
Oracles, Auſpices, Auguries, and other Im- 
poſtures, by which the Prieſts combined with 
the Magiſtrates, ſupported the national Wor- 

WS = 


n Cofulviacionr ve le © 
hip, and deluded a People prepoſſeſſed in 
their Favour, and willing to be deceived. 
Both the fame Cauſes Hkewiſe co- operate. 
in the Belief that is given to Popiſh Mira- 
eles among thoſe of ther on Church. But 
neither of theſe aſſiſtect St. Paul. What Pre- 
Poſſeſſion eould there have been in the Minds 
of the Gentiles, eithef in Favour of him, or 
che Doctrines he taught? Or rather, What 
Prepofiifiors Ceud- be- Rronger Han thoſe, 
which they undoubtediy had againſt both ? 
If he had remained in Judea, it might have 
been ſuggeſted by Unbelievers, that the Fews 
were à credulous People, apt zo ſeek after Mi- 
racles, and to afford them an eaſ ly Belief: and 
that the Fame of thoſe ſaid to be done by 
Jeſus himſelf, and by his Apoſtles, before 
Pau declared his Converſion, had pre. difpoſed 
their Minds, and warmed their Imaginarions 
to the "Admiſſion of 'others f! ppoſed to be 
1 of I fame Power. 5 _—_ 
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n E Final Miracle "of the Apoſtles der 


RY . ing with Tongues on . the Day. of Pentecoſt, 
4 = 2 had made three thouſand,” Converts 3 that of 
Py healing the lame Man at the Gate of t the Tem- 

ple five thouſand more. Nay ſuch was the 
| TE Fut 


„43 
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hip ag S.. Paul. 


forth. the Sick into the Streets, and laid them 


on Beds and . Couches, - #hat at the leaſt» the 
by might » over-ſha- 


Rau. f Peter paſing 
dow ome of them, Act v. ver. 15.” Here 
| was therefore 


lar 
and the Rulers were harden'd againſt them, 


the People were inclined to give, Credit to 


them, and there was reaſon to hope ſon Suc- 
ceſs, among them both at Jeruſalem, and- in 
all the Regions belonging to the Jews. But 
no ſuch Diſpofitions were to be found in -the 


prepared for Impoſture to work” upon, ne 


Knowledge of Chris, no Thought of his 
Power, or of the Power of thoſe who came 
in his Name. Thus when at Lyra St. Paul 


Faith + ah ahe- —— that they brought 


a good Foundation lad for 
Paul to proceed upon in pretending to ſimi- 
iraculous Works; though che Prieſts 


„ 


healed the Man who was a Cripple from his Ads xv. 


Birth, ſo far were the People there from ſup- 
poſing that he could be able to do ſuch a 


Thing as an Apoſtle of Chriſt, or by any Vir- 


tue derived from bim, that they took Paul 
and Barnabas to be Gods of their own come 
down in the Likeneſs of Men, and would have 
ſacrificed to them as ſuch, 


Now 


N - 8 — ey a 
P 2 — 
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"our in this Matter to the 


heated ey 


Were their Imaginations 'ove 


Conceits of a miraculous Power belonging to 


Pau, which could diſpoſe them to think he 


worked ſuch. a Miracle when he did not? As 
the contrary is evident; ſo in alt other Places 


to which he carried the Goſpel, it may be 
proved to Demonſtration, that he could find no 
Diſpolition,no Aptneſs, no Bias to aid his Impo- 

ſture, if the Miracles, by which he every where | 


ned 2 — had nor does 


els. - her Pier rob examine, ee 
ther without the Advantage of ſuch an Afiſ- 
tance there was any Confederacy. ſtrarig enough 
to impoſe his falſe Miracles upon the Gentiles, 


who were both unprepared and undiſpoſed to 
receive them. The contrary is apparent. He 
was in no Combination with their Prigir or 


their Magiſtrates; no Seff or Party among them 
gave him any Help; all Eyes were open and 
watchful to detect his Impaſtures, all Hands 


ready to puniſh him as ſoon as detected. Had 


he remained in Judea, he would at leaſt have had 
many Confederates, all the Apoſtles, all the 
Diſciples of Chrift, at that Time pretty nume- 


rous; but in preaching to the Gentiles he was 
often 


bed to _—_— expo their Frauds? TY 

ee . e h | 
Ca it be alſo. abit charthikejapon 

| ———————— were — 


Tricks, for malenenious Acts. 0 
planted by St. Paul were in the moſt 
1 Parts. oe the ber- —_ 

profes th in tie: Mid: of. — Pho 

ſophy, Freedom of Thought, and in an Age 
more inquiſitively curious into the Powers of 
Nature, and leſs inclined to credit Religious 
Frauds than any before i it. Nor were they only 
the loweſt of the People that he converted. 
3 Paulus, the Proconſul of Papbos, Eraſ- 
„Chamberlain of Corinth, and Diomſius the | 
rein, were his n SI 


8 


| Uron a put 
of the City 


1 * 
en 
= * 


diction, that his Pretenſion to Miracles was 
not aſſiſted by the Diſpyſition of thoſe | whom he 


Deo the whole it appears beyond Cor 


r it: by thofe-Means,/ abr by 
any powerful cane to- carry on, my 
abett the Cheat, without both which cone 

rag: Circumſtances, or one at leaſt, —— 


Pretenfion was ever ſupported with any Sceceſs. 
lu „ N 78 1 
— — And ven in 

the late famous Miracles ſuppoſed to be done 
ad not indeed 
the Support of the Government, and for that 


C 


Butt 


at: Abb.Paris's Tomb. They 


reaſon appear to deſerve more Attentibn chan 
ether Popiſh Miracles; but they! were op- 


and numerdus Party in Frunce, made up partiy 


gie Crotic to Miracles; n the 0 


lieved them were ſtroungly diſpoſed io that 


eaſily were t 


ſuppreſſed ! Only by: Walling 


up that Part of the Church, where the Tomb 
of the Saint, who was ſuppoſed to work them, 


was placed! Soon after this was done, a 
| —_ 


ported hy all the Fanjenifts, a very powerful 


of wiſe aud able Men, JP of Bon and 


in. Behalf of their Party; and thoſe. who be- 


Belief. - And yet with theſe Advantages how 


— 8 


e was md ak 3 
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don: 1 ha e + 2918 I . or _ * 
_ wh te: Bo ft 2 2 a. = 43.175. 
Faire Miracle en ct Lien. Mack 27 
3 the:Keing DC is forkidlen 10 5 
work any Mte Sbreveiidere: But if, God bad _ 
really worked any Mirales thereg nmild this 
abſyrd/Prablibition;have taken Effect? Would 
Hechave ſuſfered his Purpuſe ta be defeated by 
building a Wall? When all the ue 
ſhut, up ain riſon ti hiuden their working ob 
Miracles, the Angel af the Lord opened the Ads. 6d 
Priſon Doors, and let chem out. But the Powers, wad | 
of Alb Paris could neither throw. down the 25th. 
Wall ithat excluded bis Votaries, nor operate 
through that Impediment. And yet his Mi- 
racles Are often compared with, and oppoſed 
by Unbblievers to thoſe ef Cbriſ and kis Apo- 
files, whichds the Reaſon of my having taken 
this particular Notice of them here. But to go 
back to the Times nearer to St. Paul's. There 
is in Lucian an Account of a very extraordinary | 
and ſucceſsful Im poſture carried on in his Days, Vide the 
by one Alexander of Nontur, who introduced a —.— 


mantis of 


41 


new God into that Country, whoſe Prophet Lucian. 
he called © dei, and in + whoſe Name he pre- 15 
| _ tended 


ä fed: Ocact 157 


which he acquired great Wealch and Power. 


e GONE — | 


eee Man v Alexander Wade 
Urcration in the Religion cftablilhed in 
Paneer he cn grad his oh pon 


Pleudom.” we > renee — 
r= great Nuinbers of thoſe who came to comſult 
| 765. 766; him to other;Qracles,” that were at that Tim 
in the higheft Vogue; by which Meand:h& eu- 
gaged: them all to ſupport the Reputztion of 
* his, and abett his Impoſture. He ſpake with 


the. greateſt Reſpect af ute dab f Tun. 


lophy, - except the £74 
Principles he was. kart wens dende 


his Fraud; for chaugh thæy preſumed not to 


Innovate, and overturn: eſtabliſhed Religion, 
yet they very freely attacked and expoſed ul 
I .ngncovations that were introduced under the 
Name of Religion, and had not the Autfiority 

mad. 762, of a legal Eſtabliſhment. ' To get the better of 
763, 773, cheir Oppoſition, as 1 3 that of the Chri- 
= 3 
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Har been u d Aid of ae Ibid. 762, 
| Force, exciting the People againſt-chorm ad, 775 
anſwering Objections with Stones. That he 
might be ſure to get Money enough, he Ws 
vered chis Oracle in the Nane of kis God; 
command. pon to grate with: Gifts my Prophet As 8 
Miniſter: fn Ibave no Rd fer Richer myſelf; 5 
but the  gregteſt for my. Prophet. And: he'ſhared: | 
the Gaigs that he made, which were Jimmeriſes 
amok an infinite Number of Afſociates,. and 
Inſtruments, whom he einploy d in carrying on 
and I ſupporting. his Fraud. When any declared 
themselves to be his Enemies, againſt whom he 
durſt not proceed by open Force, he ende: 
vour'd to gain them by Blandiſhments, and ha - 
ving got them! into his Power, to deſtroy them 
by ſecret Ways; which Arts he practiſed againſt , W 1 
4 Lucian himſelf. Others he kept in Awe and 28 7 
Dependance upon him, by detaining in- Bis 
own, Hands the written Queſtions they had 
propoſed ito his God, upon State: Affairs; and 
as ;theſe generally came from Men of the great 
eſt Power and Rank, his being poſſeſs d of - 
dem Was of Infinite $ Serv * to him, and made 


. Maukibribus tiny meum va atque Mini trum 
| . opum mihi cura, at maxima Vatis. & N 


4: „ him 


Ibid. 768. of Rutilianss, 3 gitat Reman General, Pomcy 
tering him with Promiſes of a very long Life, 


and Exaltation to Deity after his Death; and 
at laſt having quite turned his Head, enjoin'd- 


him by an Oracle to marry his Daughter, whom” 


he pretended to have had by the Mon; which 

Ibid. 781. Command Retilianus obey d, and by his Al- 
' liance ſecured this Impoſtor from any Danger 
of Puniſhment; the Roman Governor of By- 
 thinia and Poxtus excuſing himſelf on that Ac- 
count fram doing Juſtice upon him, when 
Lacian and ſeveral others offered theraſelves to 
Ibid. 753. moors. 17 


H never 3 that 8 | 


barous Country, which he had made Chaice 


of at firſt as the fitteſt, to play his Tricks in 
undiſcover d; but refiding himſelf among thoſe 
ſuperſtitious and credulous People, extended 
his Fame to. a great Diſtance by the Emiſſaries 
Ibid. PM which he employ d all over the World, eſpe- 
70. ey at Rome, wha — not pretend themſelves 


0 


: Bo 


0 7 . an 


work any N Hut only promulgated 
and thi vim eng ldi was 


rinathible' Fraud was condutes, 4 . | 


of which is dtrectly oppoſite to all thoſe uſed 
dy St. Paul in preaching the Goſpel; and yet 
ſach' Methods alone could give Succeſs to a 
Cheat of this Kind. I will not mention the 
many Debaucheries, and wicked Enormities 
committed by this falſe Prophet under the 
Mak of Religion, which is another charac- 
teriftical Hifference between him and St. Paul; 


nor the ambiguous "Anſwers, eunning Evaſione, 


and Juggling Artifices which he made uſe of, 
in all which it is eaſy- to ſee the evident Marks 
of an Impeſture, as well as in tlie Objects he 


witieh I chiefly inſiſt upon is the ſtrong Con- 
federacy with which he took care to ſupport | 
kis Pretenſion to miraculous Powers, and the 


apc Dilpoſition' in thoſe he impoſed upon to 


concur and aſſiſt in deceiving: themſelves; Ad- 
vantages ee ee to the Apoſtle af 
. * 47 rr 


F 2 0 


Flainhy appetts to have had in View. That 


oi als. ee ts 


Difficulties he 


* 


auen pon; the emule, | 


A 1A 2 4 Ry Af 


'F ROM: lf "tis I think” it may Ie. 
4 that no human Me hs -emplay 
St. Paul in his Defign of con rerting 
tiles were. or could be adequate, to the great 
had to contend. with, or to the 
Succeſs that we know a ended his Work,; and 
we can in reaſon aſcribe that Succeſs to no 
other Cauſe, but the Power of God going along 


with and aiding. his Miniftry, ant fi other 


was equal to the Effect. 2 


1 jk ſhewn that St. Paul had » 10 
rational Motives to become an Apoltle « of C 


of that Goſpel he: preach'd,. and that, had he 
engaged in ſuch an Impoſture without any ra- 
tional Motives, he would have ad uo poſſible 


. Means to carry it on with any Swece/s ; having | 
alſo brought Reaſons of a very ſtrong Narüre, 
to make it appear, that the Succeſs - he un- 
doubtedly had in preaching the | 


Effect of the Divine Power attending his M. 
niſtry, 1 might reſt all my Proof of the Chri- 
ſtian Religion being a Divine Revelation upon 
the Arguments drawn from this Head alone. 
But to conſider this Subject in all poſſible 


Lights, 


without being hi mſelf convinced of the Truth 


"om por 


- ag 228 0 5 of 87. pa b:: 
ichts. 1 2 al 8 ts 1 which L 


fever en ö 


ſider whether he was an n Embufu, WhO by 
the Force of an overheated r ory th un" 

pon} ſelf | 7 ee * 

„M theſe. are ks epd of ROT 

Eitbufiaſm is generally compoſed ; great Heat 
of Temper, Melancholy, Ignorance; Credulity, 
and Vanity, or Self. conceit. That the firſt of 
theſe C "Qualities was in St. Paul may be con- 
cluded from that Fervour of Zeal with which 
he acted both as a Few and Chriſtian, in main- 
taining that which he thought to be right; and 
hence; I ſuppoſe, as well as from the Impoſſi- 
bility" of his having been an Impoſtor, ſome 


Unbelievers have choſe to conſider him as an 


Enthuſiaſt. But this Quality alone will not be 
ſufficient to prove him to have been ſo, in the 
Opinion of any reaſonable Man. The ſame 
Temper has been common to others, who un- 
doubtedly were not Enthuſiaſts, to the Grarchi, 
to Cato, to Brutus, to many more among the 
1 | 1 
F 3 l 


| £ next to con- : 


x began ix. rent —— E ll Things 17 ooh; Men, 
22 * bending his Notions and Manners to theirs, ſo 
far as his Duty to God would permit, wich the 

moſt pliant Condeſcention; a Conduct neither 
compatible with the Stiffnefs of a Bigot, nor the 
violent Impulſes of fanatick Deluſions. His 
Zeal was eager and warm, but tempered with 
Prudence, and even with the Civilities and De- 

corums of Life, as appears by his Behaviour 

to Agrippa, Feſtus, and Felix; not the blind, 
inconſiderate, indecent 4 of « an — 


Ko us N . 
Qualities which I have laid down, es'difpabng | 
the Mind to Enthuſiaſm, and as being Cha- 
racteriſtical of it, belong to St. Paul. Firſt, 
Joſeptas A to Melancholy, which of all Diſpeſ@tions 
dont. of Body or Mind is moſt prone to Enthuſiaſm, 
1 it neither appears by his Writings, nor by any 
"thing told of him in the Acts of the — 
5 ': NOT 


| ace | tat St. Poul was | 


1 
* 


be e — Hot yaa: 
_ Perfecution of the Church of Griſt, we read 
of no gloomy Penances, no extravagant Mor- 
tifications, ſuch as the Bramis, the Jangues, 
che Monks of Lo Traps and other melancholy 
Enthuſiaſts inflict on themſelves. His Holi- 


neſa anly conſiſted in the Simplicity of a good 


Life, and the unwearied Performance of thoſe 


Apoſtolical Duties to which he was called. 
Thie Sufferings he met with on that Account 


he chearfully bore, and even rejoiced in them 


for the Love of Chrif Jeſus, but he brought 
none en himſelf; we find, on the contrary, - 
that he pleaded the Privilege of a Roman Citi · 
ven to avoid being whip'd. I could mention 
more Inſtances of his having uſed the beſt Me- 
 thods that Prudence could ſuggeſt, to eſcape 
Danger, and ſhun Perſecution, whenever it 
could be done without betraying the Duty of 
his Office, or the Honour of God. * 


Courant 


"A natal Inftance of this appears in his Conduct 
among the Athenians. There was at Athens a Law which Acts xvii. 
made it Capital to introduce or teach any new Gods in & Joſe- 


x their State. Therefore when Paul was preaching Jeſus and phus cont. 


the Apion. 
F 4 I. ü. c. 37. 


fainted by kane, it will be found the Rev 


of St. Pauls. 55 He wiſhed indeed 10 7 | : 
« with'Chrif,” but ſuch a Wiſh is no Proof of 
Melancholy, or of Enthuſiaſi m; it only proves 
his Conviftion of the Divine Truths he preach- 
ed, and of the Happineſs laid up fox him in 
thoſe bleſſed Abodes which had been ſnhewn to 
wa even in this. oli _ the n nei · 


* l NS Io, 1 


— to 1þ6 das, ord ann 

him before the Court of 4- pagus, (the ordinary Judges 
of Criminal Matters, and in rticular Manner entruſted 
with the Care of Religion) as having broken this Law, 
and being @ Setter forth of firange Gods, Now in this 
Caſe an Impoſtor would have retracted his Doctrine to 
| fave his Life, and an Enthyfiaft would have loſt his Life 
without trying to ſave it by innocent Means. St. Paul 
did neither the one nor the other; he availed himſelf of 
an Altar which he had found in the City, inſcribed 2 the 
anknown God, and pleaded, that he did not propoſe to them 
the Worſhip of any new God, but:only explain'd to them 
one whom their Government had already received; Whom 
therefore ye ignorantly worſhip, him declare T unto you. By + 
this he avoided the Lay, and eſcaped being condemned by 

the Arcopagus, without departing in the leaſt from the Truth 
of the Goſpel, or violating the Honour of God. An ad- 
mirable Proof, in my Opinion, of the good Sence with- 
which he acted, and one that ſnews there was no Mixture 
of e in Wand en n . 


- 


J inder his ms wt is there any . $ Ty 


Tin kene of Melancholy, which yet is fo effen- | 

tial a Charakteriſticle of "Enthufiaſtiiz that I 
| have ſcatpe" ever eee of any Enthuſiaſt an- 
tient or modern, in whom ſome eine 
nn of it wy not 8. 1708 eee N 


* 


. 8 0 Wa which i is another Sten 

of Enthuſiaſm, St. Paul was ſo far from << 
that he appears to have been Maſter” not of 
the Jewiſb Learning alone, but of the Greek. 
And this is one Reaſon why he is leſs liable 


75 to the Imputation of having been an Enthu- 


Gaſt than the other Apoſtles, though none of 
them were ſuch no more than he, as may by 


* Argur er ts 5 be invincibly . 
4 
, TT io 


| 1 HAVE ingelg's. Credulity as anvehiby 
-naracte: iſtick and Cauſe of Enthuſiaſm, 
_ which that it was not in St. Paul the Hiſtory 
of his Life undeniably ſhews. For, on the con- 
trary, he ſeems t6 have been flow and hard of 
Belief in the extreameſt Degree, having paid 
no Regard to all the Miracles done by our Sa- 
| "O_ the Fame 1 n he could not be a 
n RES | | a 


Acts ii. and in his Name by Peter and Fol ” u 


eee 2 who! : 
dern os he lined in l. eg | 
that ſignal one done after. his Neſurrecti 


lame Manat the Beautiful Gate of the Temple 
nor to the Evidence given in-conſequence of 
it by Peter, in Preſence of the High-Prieſt, 
the Rulers, Elders, and Scribes, that Chrift 


Ad v. was raiſed from the Dead. He muſt - alſo | 


18,21, 22, 


23,25, 27, 


have known, that when 41 the Apoſtles had 25 


29-30-31» been auf up in the common Priſon, and the 2 


 High-Prieft, the Council, and all the Senate of 
the Children of Iſrael had fent tiuir Officers to 
bring : them before them, + Officers came end 
found then not in Priſon, but returw d and made 
this Report, The Priſon truly found ur fout 
© with all Safety, and the Keepers ſtanding with- 
aut before the Doors, but when we bad open d 
© we found no Man within. And that the 
Council was immedistely told, tbat th Men | 
they had put in Priſon were ſtanding in the Tem · 
ple, and teaching the People.. And that bring 
brought from thence before the Council, they 
had ſpoke theſe memorable Words, We ought 
to obey God rather than Men. The God of our 
Fathers raiſed up Jeſus, whom ye flew and hanged 
on a Tree. Him hath Ged exalted with his Right 
Hand . to be 4 Pri ince and a Saviour, for to give 
Repentance 


Le d o 3 io 


tem that obey bin. All this he reſiſted, and Adv vii. 


was conſeuting to che Munter of Sehlen who © 
preack'sd the fame Thing, and. evidenoed it bx 
Miracles 3 fo that his Mind, fur from being 
diſpoſed to a apedulous Faith, or 'a too ey 
anf * e e in Proof of 
bur d againſt it — n 
_ gives, as much as any Man's could poſſchly 
bes and from hence we may fairly conclude, 
that nothing leſs than the irreſiſtible Evidence 
5 lis e Senſes, clear from all Poſſibility of 
"Hanis REN overcome * Unbelik. 


Sow or Selk cast 3 is math Circum- 
Kaner that for the moſt part prevails in the 
Character of an-Enthaſiaſt. It leads Men of 
2 warm Temper, and religious Turn, to 
chink themſelves worthy of the ſpecial Re- 
gard, and extraordinary Favours of God; 
and the Breath of that Inſpiration to which 
they pretend is often no more than the Wind 
of this Vanity, which puffs them up to ſuch 
extravagant Imaginations. This ſtrongly ap- 
Et pears 


N in the Wrzzag end Lives of me en 
thuſiaſtical Heretic, in the Myſticks both 
ancient and nodern, in 2 * 


: : Ord 0 ; * a 2 5 . — 2 8. : - F 
9 + g * 


; mong the Papiſts, i miſe 


4 Vapours of Melancholy upon a warm Imagi- 


ries of the laſt Age, and even in ſome of che l 
Methodiſts now. All the Divine Communi- 
cations, Inumihaiior, and Extaſies to which 
they have pretended, evidently ſprung from 
much Self- conceit, working together with the 


nation. And this is one Reaſon, beſides the 
contagious Nature of Melancholy, or Fear, 
that makes Enthuſiaſm ſo very catching pp 
mong weak Minds. Such are moſt ſtrongly 
diſpoſed to Vanity; and when they ſee others 
pretend to extraordinary Gifts, are apt to flatter 
themſelves that they may partake of them as 
well as thoſe whoſe Merit they* think no 
more than their own. Vanity therefore may 
juſtly be deem'd a principal Source of Enthu- 
fiaſm. But that St. Paul was as free from it 
as 


* See the Account of Montanus and his Followers, the 
Writings of the counterfeit Dionyſſus the Areopagite, Santa 
Thereſa, St. Catharine of Sienna, Madame Bourignon, the 
Lives of St. Francis of 4/ifi, and Ignatius Loyola; ſee 
alſo an Account of the Lives of George — and of Rice 
Evans, and Ii hitfield's Journal. 


ll that v we e ee in ; ob Wiiktings, wad nas 2 
; his Life. Throughout his Epiſtles. there ks " 
not one Word that ſavours of Vanity, nor is. "3 
any Action recorded of him, in which, the 2 
5 leaſt Mark. oF ir ene CCC 


« « w 4 d 
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In, his Epiſtle to * Epboſ e th Frm Eph * 
ſelf Jeſs than the leaſt ef all Saints. And tos 1 Cor. xv. 
the Corinthians he ſays, he is the leaſt ef .the 9. 
Apoſtles, and not meet to be called an Apoftle, bes 
| Cauſe be bad perſecuted the Church of God. 
In his Epiſtle to Timothy. he ſays, „This is a Tim. i 
faithful Saying and worthy of all Accepta- 155 i. 
tion, that Chriſt Jeſus came into the World 
to ſave Sinners, of whom I am Chief. How- 
beit for this Cauſe. I obtained Mercy, that 
in me firſt Feſus Chriſt might ſhew forth all 
Long · ſuffering, for a Pattern to them which 
* ſhould hereafter believe i in kim to Litec ever. 
re OI Otero go FREE eo 1 OY 
a | 7 * 3 "WIG 
Ir is true . 8 in azother Epiſtle 
he tells the Corinthians, T bat be was not a Whit 
behind the very chiefeſt of the Apoſtles, 2. Hor. 1. 
5. But the Occaſion which drew from bim 
theſe Words muſt be conſider d. A falſe 
„ 


75 


„ „ i. 


* Teacher by Feben and Edu 


his "Apoſticthip | to be in queſtion among 
N - Againſt fuch ar Attack nor 


have been a berraying of the Office amd Duty 
committed to him by God. He was chere⸗ 
fore conſtrain'd to do himſelf Juſtice, and 
not let don that Character, upon the Au- 
thority of which the whole Succefs and Ef- 
cacy of his Miniftry among them depended: 5 
But how did he do it? Not with that Wan- 
tonneſs Which a vain Man indulges whert he 
ean get any Opportunity of co! met ding | 
himſelf; not with a pompous Detail of alf the 
amazing Miracles which he had perform d in 
different Parts of the World, thought he had 
fs fair an Occaſion of doing it, but with a 
modeſt and ſimple Expefition of his abundant 
ED Labours and Sufferings in preaching the Goſ- 
2 Cor. xii. pel, and barely reminding them, that the Signs 
" | *ofian Apoſtle had been wrought amony” them 
in all Patience, in Signs, and Wonders, and 
8 mighty Deeds.” Could he fay leſs than this ? 
Is not ſuch Boaſting Humility #jelf * And 
yet for this ke makes many Apologies, ex- 


2 Cor. xi. 


z, 16, 17, Preſſing the greateft Uneaſineſs in being ob- 
18,19.30. liged to ſpeak thus of himſelf, even in his 


own 


ES mY pip of 87. Pan? 1 „ 
on Vidditation. © When in the ſime Epiſtle, | 5 — 
and for the fame Purpoſe, he mentions 'the” - 5.2 
' Viſion he had of Heaven, how modeſtly: does 
he do it! Not in his own Name, but o 
Third Perſon, TI bew a May in Chriſt; 8c; 2 Cor. xii, | Y 
catght- up into the Third Heaven, And im- * 4 
mediately after he adds, zut now T7 fang 2 Cor, xii, 
left amy Man ſhould think of me above that © 
which be foeth me to be, or that bt heareth of © 
m. How contrary is this to a Spirit of Vanity] 
ſtick Pretenders to Raptures and Viſions, who 
thoſe Subjects, but fill whale Volumes wirn 
their Accounts of them! Fet St. Paul is 
not ſatisfied with. this Forbearance, he adds 1 35 
the Confeſſion of ſome Hyfrmity which he ©, 
tells the Corinthians was given to him as 1 
Allay, that be might nat be above meaſure exalt- 
ed through. the Abundance of his Revdlations. 
I would alſo obſerve, that he fays this Rap- 
ture, or Viſion of Paradiſe, happen'd to him 
above fourteen Yeats before. Now had ir 
deen the Effect of a meer enchuſiaſtical Fancy, 
can it be fupp that in fo long a Feriod of 


|Raptures of the (me Kind ? Would not his 
Ima- 


fo Confderations upon the eye - | 

= 1. Imagination have been perpetually carrying | 

See their him to Heaven, as we find St. Thereſa" St. 5 

155 * Brigdet and St. Catharine were carried by 

theirs? And if Vanity had been predominant. 

in him, would he have remain'd fourteen 

Fears in abſalute Silence upon ſo great a Mark 

of the Divine Favour? No, we ſhould cer- 

tainly have ſeen his Epiſtles filled with no- 

thing elſe but long Accounts of theſe Viſions, | 
Conferences with Angels, with Cbriſt, with 

God Almighty, myſtical Unions with God, 

and all that we read in the Works of thofe 

fainted Enthuſiaſts, whom I have mentioned 

before. But he only mentions this Viſion in 

anſwer to the falſe Teacher who had diſputed 

he © his Apoſtolical Power, and comprehends it 

2, 3, 4, all in three Sentences, with many Excuſes for w 

I, 5, 11. being compelled to make any Mention of it at th 

all. Nor does he take any Merit to himſelf, even 80 

from the Succeſs of thoſe Apoſtolical La- E 


l bours which he principally boaſts of in this G 
Epiſtle. 'F or in a former one to the fame 8 
Church he writes thus, Who then is Paul, : 
and who is Apollos, but Miniſters by whom a 
ye believed, even as the Lord gave to every lll © 
Man? I have planted, Apollos watered, but N 


God gave the Increaſe. So then neither is : 


» FRA egy A — = that 
3 „med but God that giveth: the Increaſe.” » 
7 ner Place of the ſame Epiſtle he 9 
fps een, Grace of God Lam what I am, cor. xe. RK 
ace vi : h, was beſtowed. upon me 10. 
Was not in n vain, but I laboured more abun- 

« dantly than they all: Zet not 7, but 4 Grace 


7 cad uli was with , A noi! 
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1 think it . to e more „Blaue. 
the Modeſty of St. Paul. Certain I am, not 


nity, of that Vanity in — a ahich ſo 
ſtrongly appears in all Enthuſiaſts, of ſetting 

their imaginary: Gifts above thoſe Virtues 
whick make the: Eſſence of true Religion, ana 

the real Excellency of a good Man, or, in the 
Scripture Phraſe, of a Saint. In his firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians he has theſe Words, A Cor. i, AY 
Though I ſpeak with the Tongues of Menn 
and of Angels, and have not Charity, I am ] ; 
become as ſounding Braſs, or a tinkling 
Cymbal. And though I have the Gift of 
Prophecy, and underſtand all Myſteries | „„ | 
and all Knowledge, and though I have all 
F aith ſo that I could remove Mountains, and 
4 have no Charity, I am nothing. And though 
G I 


| Confidtrations upon-the Converſion 
„ T beſtow all my Goods to feed the Poor, 
Anand though I give my Body to be burned, 
and have not Charity, it profiteth me no- 
t ting.“ Is this the Language of Enthu- 
ſiaſm? Did ever Enthuſiaſt prefer that uni- 
verſal Benevolence which comprehends all 
moral Virtues, and which (as appears by the 
- following Verſes) is meant by Charity+ here; 
did ever Enthuſiaſt I ſay, prefer that Benevo- 
len to Faith and to Miracles, to thoſe reli- 
gious, Opinions which he had embraced, and 
to thoſe ſupernatural Graces and Gifts which 
ke imagined he had acquired, nay even to the 
- Merit of Martyrdam ? Is it not the Genius 
af Enthuſiaſm to ſet moral Virtues infinitely 
below the Merit of Faith, and of all moral 
Virtues to value that leaſt which is-moſt par- 
_ ticularly enforced by. St. Paul; a. Spirit of 
Candour, Moderation, and Peace ? Certainly 
- -- either the Temper, nor the Opinions of a 
Man ſubject to. fanatick Delufions, are to be 
found in this Paſſage; but it may be juſtly 
© conchuded, that he who could efteem the Va - 
lee of. Charity ſo much above miraculous 
Gifts, could not have pretended to any ſuch 
' Gifts if he had them not in reality. 


— 


a | SINCE 


. - and Apoſtiiſtip St. PavI. 

xv then it is manifeſt from the forega- 
ing Examination, - that in St. Paulis Diſpoſi- 
tion and Character thoſe Qualities do not 
occur which ſeem to be neceſſary to form an 


Enthuſiaſt, it maſt be 'reaſonable to conclude 


be was none. But allowing for Argument's 
Sake, that all thoſe Qualities were to be found 
in him, or that the Heat of his Temper alone 
could be a ſufficient Foundation to ſupport 


| ſuch a Suſpicion * 1 ſhall-endeavour te prove, bo 
| that he could not have impoſed on himſelf by 


| any Power of Enthuſiaſm, either in regard 


wy to the Miracle that cauſed his Converſion, - or 


to the conſequential Effects of it, or to ſome 
other Circumſtances which he n Teſti 
the ma in 8 — 62 ee 


Tur Fn of "ROOTS in \ echt 
c cal Minds is no doubt very ftrong; but it al- 
ways acts in Conformity to the Opinions im- 

printed upon it at thè Time of its working, 


and can no more act rl them, than a ra- 


pid River · can carry a Boat againſt the Cur- 


rent of its own Stream. Now nothing can 
be more certain, than that when Saul ſet out 
for Damaſcus with an Authority from the | 
Chief Prieſts to bring the Chriſtians which were Ads ix. 2; 


'@ 2 there, 


Gs upon the Converſion 


| there, bound to Jeruſalem, an Authority eu- = 
cited by himſelf, and granted to him at his. 
own earneſt Deſire, his Mind was ſtrongly 


| poſſeſſed with Opinions againſt Chri and his 
Followers. To give thoſe Opinions a more 


active Force his Paſſions at that Time concur- 
red, being inflamed in the higheſt Degree by 


the irritating Conſciouſneſs of his paſt Conduct 
towards them, the Pride of ſupporting a Part 


he had voluntarily engaged in, and the Credit 
he found it procured him among the Chief 
Priefts and MR, whoſe Commiſſion he Bos 


* 
22 


© Ir in ſuch a State and Timper of Mind, 
an enthuſiaſtical Man had imagined he ſaw a 


Viſion from Heaven denouncing the Anger of 


God againſt the Chriſtians, and commanding 


him to perſecute them without any Mercy, 
it might be {accounted for by the natural 
Power of Enthuſiaſm. But that in the very 
Inſtant. of his being engaged in the fierceſt 


and hotteft Perſecution againſt them, no Cir- 
cumſtance having happen'd to change his Opi- 


nions, . or alter-the Bent of his Diſpoſition, he 


ſhould. at once imagine himſelf called by a 
heavenly Viſion to be the Apoſtle of Chrift, 


whom but a Moment before he deem'd an 


Impoſtor 


and Apoſtleſhip of St. PAUL; 
Aumpeſtor and a Blaſphemer, that had been 
Juſtliy put to Death on the Croſs, is in itſelf 


probable Effect of Enthuſiaſm, that juſt a con- 
trary Effect muſt have been naturally produ- 
ced by that Cauſe. The Warmth of his 


Temper carried him violently another Way, 
and whatever Deluſibns his Imagination could 


raiſe to impoſe om his Reaſon, muſt have been 
raiſed at that Pime agreeably to the Notions 


imprinted upon it, and by which it Fas heated 


to a Degree -of: Enthuſiaſm, ! not in direct 
Contradiction to all thoſe n a they 
remained i in their full . dar cio dad. 
S n dcr zul Sieqqut 33 | 
07 Tas is lo clear 5 a | Propoſition, that might 
reſt» the whole Argument entirely upon it:: 
But ſtill farther to ſhew that this Viſion could 
not be a Phantom of St. PauPs own creating, 
1 beg Leave toc obſerve, that he was not alone 
When he ſaw it; there were many others in 


Company, whoſe Minds were no better diſ- 


poſed than his to the Chriſtian Faith. Could 


it be poſſible, that the Imaginations of all 
theſe Men ſhould at the ſame. Time be ſo 
ſtrangely affected, as to make them believe 
how "_s ſaw la aer Light un about them, 
1 83 Du . above 


= » 


F > 


_ wholly- incredible, and ſo far from being a I 


2956 


MELEE nn ok 
ps os "= 
. 6 * : 
5 YA 
8 A : 
: _ 
, a * * 4 
. * 
— 
" £ . 
— 
o 
* 
: 
* * 
% 
25 
* 


bat. u. heard” the Sound of 4 Voict | from Feaven, 


| Confiderations upon the Conver fion 
above the Brightneſs of the Sun at Noon«eday, and + 


though not the Word: which it ſpate, when 
in Reility they neither faw, nor heard any | 
ſuch Thing ? Could they be ſo infatuated with - 


this Conceit of their Fancy, as to fall down . 
22 from their Horſes together with Saul, and be 


* ſpeechleſs through Fear, when nothing had hap- | 
pened extraordinary either to them of to him? 
Eſpeclally conſidering that this A pparition 
did nov happen in the Night, when the Senſes. 
are more eaſily impoſed upon, but at Mid- 
day. If a ſudden Frenzy had ſeized upon 
Saul, from any Diſtemper of Body or Mind. 
can we ſuppoſe his whole Company, Men of 
different᷑ Conſtitutions and Underſtandings, to 
have been at once affected in the ſame manner 
-with him, ſo that not the Diſtemper alone, but 
the Effects of it ſhould exactly agree? If all had 
"gorje" mad together,” would not the Frenzy of 
fome Have taken a different Turn, and pre- 
"ſented to'rhem different Obzefts? This Sup- 
5 is ſo contrary to Nature and all Poſ- 
Ability. chat Unbelief muſt: find 1 6ther i 
Solution, or hire A * Gr . 


e 


7 SHALL fappoſe 44 "a NET 5 bs. | 


covet for this Viſion without a 3 that 
as 


— Way. to, 7 —— an ext | 
nary Meteor did really... happen. * caſt. * 
great Light, as ſqme. Meteors, will do, at 
which they being affrighted fell to the Ground 
in the Manner related, This might be,poſlic 
ble, and Fear grounded on Ignorance of ſuch 
Phænomena, might. make them imagine it 

to beta · Viſion from. God. Nay even the 
Voice or Sound they heard in the Air „ might 
be an Exploſion attending this Meteor, or at 
jeaſt there are thoſe. who;would gather recurt 
to ſach a Suppolition as this, however ineredi: 
ble, than acknowledge. the Mixacle. But haw 
will this account for the diſtinct Words heard 
by St. Paul, to which he made Anſwer? 
Ho will it accgunt for what follow'd upon 
it when. he came to Dame/cus, agreeably. 50 
the Senſe of thoſe Wards which, he heard? 
How came Anarias to go to him there, and 
ſay, Ie was choſen by God zo know his 


—— Will, and ſee that juſt One, and hear che, de. xx 
Voice of his Mouth ?': Or why; did he pror xk 16. 


poſe to him 10 Je. Bantixed? What Connection 
was there between the Meteor which Saul had 
ſeen, and theſe Words of Ananias? Will it 


be ſaid that A ns was + ſkilful enough to take 


Akts ix. 


ſtian? But could Ananius 
Viſion in which he ſaw him before he came? 


5 6 Rep ods 


Advantage" of the Fright he was in at that 


Appearance, in order to mike him a Chri- 
ſpire him with. tlie 


If chat Viſion was the Effect of Imagination, 


| how was it verified ſo exactly in Fact? But 


allowing that he dreamt by Chance of Ana- 


nas Coming, and that Hnanias came by 


Chance too, or, if you Pleaſe, that een 


heard of his Dream, he came to take Ad 


| tage of that, as well as of the Meteor which 


Acts ix. 


17, 18. 
ii. 13. 


Saul had ſeen, will this get over the Difficul- 
ty? No, there was more to be done. Saul was 


ſtruck blind, and had been ſo for three Days. 
Now had this Blindneſs been natural from thie 


Effects of a Meteor or Lightning upon him, it 
would not have been poſſible for Ananias to heal 
it, as we find that he did, meerly by putting his 


Hands on him, and ſpeaking a few Words: 
This undoubtedly ſurpaſsd the Power of Na- 


ture; and if this was a Miracle, it proves «the 
© other to have been a Miriele too, and a Mi- 
racle done by the ſame Jeſus Chri-. 
Ananias when he healed Sau ſpoke! 80 Kitt 
thus, '* Brother Saul, the Lord, even eſis 


| * that appear d unto thee in the Way” as thou 


* cameſt, Bas Jent me, es thou mighteſt fe-. 
— * c cceive 


ben And that he fü Ch "both now 
andi aſter this Time, appears not only” penn 
he relates Acts xii.” 177 18˙ büt by other 


Paſſages in his Epiſtles. 1 Cor I. 1, 15, 8. 
From bim (as he aſſerts i in many Places of his 


Epiſtles) he learn'd the Goſpel by immediate 
Revelation; and by him he was "Tent to the 
Gentiles. Act, xxii, xxi, xxiii, xi. Among 
choſe Gentiles from Jeruſalmm, and round 


about ro Ncricum, he preached tie Goſpel of Rom. xy. 
Chriſty: with mighty Signs and Wonders wrought 9. 


by the Power of the Spirit of God, to make them 
obedient: to bis Preac hing, as he teſtifies him- 
felF3 in his Epiſtle to the Romans, and of which 
a particular Account is given to us in the Acts 
of the Apoſtles; Signs and Wonders indeed, 
above any Power of Nature to work, or of 
LTinpoſture to counterfeit, or of Enthufiaſm 
to imagine. Now does not ſuch: a Series of 
miraculous Acts, all conſequential to and 


dependent upon the firſt Revelation, put the 


Truth dr that Revelation beyond all Poffibility = 


of Doubt or Deceit? And if he could ſo have 
impoſed on himſelf as to think that he work*d 


them when he did not, (which Suppoſition 


cannot be admitted, if he was not all that Time 
quite out of his Senſes) how could ſo diftem- 
per d an Enthufiaſt make tuch a Progreſs, as 


< coive ty'Sight and oil ab "the Toh As ins 


We 
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| Confideratiins fon "the Con'uerfion 


ve know that he did, in converting the Gen- 


tile World? If the Difficulties which have been 

ſhewn to have obſtructed that Work were ſuch 
as the ableſt Impoſtor could not . p77 

— much more W were e 1 


a Madman? 


| * is a: much 3 Taſk for Unbelievers 
to account for the Succeſs of St. Paul in 
preaching the Goſpel, upon the Suppoſition of 
his having been an Enthufiaſt, than of his har- 
ing been an Impoſtor. Neither of theſe Sup» 
poſitions can ever account for it; but the Im- 
poſſibility· is more glaringly ſtrong im this Caſe 


Examination of all the Miracles recorded in 
the Acts to · have been done by St. Paul, and 


ſhew that they were not of a Nature in Which 8 


Enthuſiaſm either in him, or the Perſons he 


worked them. upon, or the Spectators, could 


Acts xiii, 


have any Part. I will mention only a few. 
When he told Ehmas the Sorcerer, at Paphos, 


before the Roman Deputy, that the Hand, of 


God was upon him, and he ſbould be blind, not 
ſeeing the Sun for a Seaſon; and immediately there 


fell on him a Miſt. and a Darkneſs, and be went 
about ſeeking ſome to lead him by the * 


| and-Apoleſtip of St. Pau. 


4 . 
* . 
—_ 
* 4 » 
; * 


Enthuſiaſm in the Doer or Sufferer any Share 


in this Act? If Paul, as an Enthuſiaſt, had 


thrown out this Menace, and the Effect had 


not followed, inſtead of converting the De- 
puty, as we are told that he did, he would 
have drawn on himſelf his Rage and Contempt. 
But the Effect upon Ehmas could not be cauſed 
by Enthuſiaſm in Paul, much leſs can it be 


| imputed to ap Enthuſiaſtick Belief in that Per- 


ſon himſelf, of his being ſtruck blind, when 
he was nat, by theſe: Words of a Man whoſe 


Preaching he ſtrenuouſly and bitterly oppoſed. 
Nor can we aſcribe the Converſion of Sergius, 
which happen'd upon it, to any Enthuſtaſm. 


A Roman Proconſul was not very likely to be 


an Enthufiaft ; but had he been one, he muſt 


have been bigotted to his own Gods, and there- 
fore the leis inclined to believe any miraculous 


Power in St. Paul. When at Troas a young Man Ads ii. 
named Eutycbus fell down from a high Window, ©* 


while Paul was preaching, and war taken ap 


dead, could any Enthuſiaſm either in Paul, or 
che Congregation there preſent, make them 


believe, that by that Apoſtle's falling upon bim 
and embracing. him, he was reſtored to Life ? 
Or could he who was ſo reſtored contribute 


any thing to it himſelf, by any Power of his | 


own 
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 Confiderations upon the Cunverfſen 


Acts ch. on Imagination? When in the Iſle of Malta, 


where St. Paul was Shipwreckt, there came a 
Viper and faſten d on bis 
, and: felt no Harm, was that an Effect of 
Enthuſiaſm? An Enthuſiaſt might perhaps 


have been mad enough to hope for Safety 
againſt the Bite of a Viper: without any Reme- 


dy being applied to it, but would that Hope 
have prevented his Death? Or were the bar- 


*barous'Ilanders, to whom this Apoſtle was an 
abſolute Stranger, prepared by. Enthuſiaſm to 


expect and believe that any Miracle would be 


work'd to: preſerve. him? On the contrary, 
hen they ſaw the Viper hang on his Hand, 


they ſaid among themſelves, No Doubt this 


Man is a Murderer, whom, though he hath 
eſcaped the Sea, yet Vengeance ſuffereth not 
to live. I will add no more Inſtances: Theſe 


. are ſufficient to ſhew that the Miracles told of 


St. Paul, can no more be ed to pg 


dart N to ee or Ae 


Bo U T--Moreover, * Power of ankle Mi- 


69 a not confined to'St. Paul, it was alſo 


hs communicated to the Churches he planted i in 


different Parts of the World. In many Parts 


Cor. xii, Of his firſt Epiſtle he tells the Corinthians, that 


ZIV, xv. 


ET they 


ud, which he ſhook 


TY 


c TY 


and Ae of St. Pur. 


they ha among t them many miraculous Graces 
and Gifts, and gives them Directions for the 
more orderly Uſe of them in their Aſſemblies. 
Now I aſk, whether all that he ſaid upon 
that Head is to be aſcribed to Enthuſiaſm? 


If the Corinthians knew that they had among 


them no ſuch miraculous Powers, they muſt 
have regirded the Author of that Epiſtle as 


a Man out of his Senſes, inſtead of revering | 


him as an nn of God. 


'4 


Is, f fot Mints a Quikbyth ſhould i in a Meet- 


ing of his own Sect, tell all the Perſons aſſem- 


bled there; that to ſome among them was given 


the Gift of Healing by the Spirit of God, to others 


the working of other Mrarles, to others diverſe 
kinds of Tongues, they would undoubtedly ac- 


count him a Madman, becauſe they pretend 


to no ſuch Gifts. If indeed they were only 
told by him that they were inſpired by the 
Spirit of God in a certain ineffable Manner, 
which'they alone could underſtand, but which 


did net diſcover itſelf by any outward, diſtinct 


Operations, or Signs, they might miſtake the 
Impulſe of Enthuſiaſm for the Inſpiration of 
the Holy Ghoſt; but they could not believe, 


againſt the Conviction of their own Minds, that 


"oy ſpoke Tongues they did not ſpeak, or 


 heal'd | 
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 Confoderatiins upon the Converfion 
beal'd Diſtempers they did not heal, or work d 
other Miracles, when they work'd none: If 
it be ſaid the Corinthians might pretend to theſe 
Powers, tho? the Quakers.do not, I aſk, whe- 
ther int that Pretenſion they were Impoſtors, 

or only Enthuſiaſts ? If they were Impoſtors, 
and St. Paul was alſo ſuch, how ridiculous was 
it for him to adviſe them in an Epiſtle writ | 
only to them, and for their own Uſe, not to va- 
ue themſelves too highly upon thoſe Gifts; to 
pray for one rather than another, and prefer 
Charity to them all! Do Aſſociates in Fraud 
talk ſuch a Language to one another ? But if 
we ſuppoſe their Pretenſion to all thoſe Gifts 
was an Effect of Enthuſiaſm, let us confider 
how it was poſſible that he and they could be 
fo cheated by that Enthuſiaſm, as to imagine 
_ had ſuchi ge. when they e 

p -: 
* Sopposr that Enthufiaſm could nes a Man 
think-that he was able by a Word or a Touch 
to give Sight to the Blind, Motion to the 
Lame, or Life to the Dead; would that 
Conceit of his make the Blind ſee, the Lame 
walk, or the Dead revive? And if it did not, 
bow could he perſiſt in ſuch an Opinion, or 
; n his 6 peefiting ſcape; hang hum uf fer 


Madman? 


Madman ?. But ſuch a Madneſs could not in- 
fect ſo many at once, as St. Paul ſuppoſes at 
SGrinth to have been endow'd with the Gift 
of Healing, or any other miraculous Powers. 

One of the Miracles which they. pretended - to 
was the ſpeaking of Languages they never 

had learnt. And St. Paul ſays, he poſſeſs d 


this Gift more than them all. If this had heen 180k. ai 


2 Deluſion of Fancy, if they had ſpoke only 
Gibberiſh, or unmeaning Sounds, it would 
ſoon have appear d when they came to make 
uſe of it where it was neceſſary, vix. in con- 
verting · of thoſe: who underſtood not any Lan- 

guage they naturally ſpoke. St. Paul particu- 
larly, who travel'd- ſo far upon that Deſign, 
and had ſuch Occafion to uſe it, muſt don 
have diſcover' d that this imaginary Gift of the 
Spirit was no Gift at all, but a ridiculous In- 
ftance of Frenzy, which had poſſeſs d both him 
and them. But if thoſe he ſpoke to in diverſe 
Tongues underſtood what he ſaid, and were 
converted to Chrift by that Means, how could 
it be a Deluſion ? Of: all the Miracles recorded 
in Scripture, none are more clear from any 
. poſſible Imputation of being the Effect of an 
Enthuſiaſtick Imagination than this. For how 
could any Man think that he had it, 'who had 
| it 


95 
— % 


Chon þ 1 kr Cunveron 
it not; or if he did think ſo, not be uride-" 
ceived when he came to put his Gift to the 


| Prof? en I do not find ſuch a Power * 


dak ancient. or modern. | 


7 —— . ; 4 i? x 6. 2 


Is: then St. Paul and hs Church of Corinth by 


were not deceived in aſcribing to themſelves 
this miraculous Power, but really had it, there 


is the ſtrongeſt Reaſon to think, that neither 


were they deceived in the other Powers to 
which they pretended, as the ſame Spirit which- 


gave them that equally could, and probably 
would give them the others, to ſerve the ſame 


Holy Ends for which that was given. And 
by Conſequence St. Paul was no Enthuſiaſt in 


what he wrote upon that Head to the Corin- 
thizns, nor in other ſimilar Inftances where he 
aſcribes to himſelf, or the Churches he found- 
ed, any ſupernatural Graces and Gifts. In- 
deed they who would impute to Imagination 


Effects ſuch as. thoſe which St. Paul imputes 
to the Power of God attending his Miſſion, 


muſt aſcribe to Imagination the ſame Omni- 


potence which he aſcribes to God. 


H av IN 0 thus, I fatter ve a, 
rily ſhewn' that St. Paul could not be an En- 
thuſiaſt, 


thuſiaſt, who by the Force of an 6ver-heated 
Imagination impoſed on himſelf, I am next to 
enquire whether he was deceived by the Fraud 
of others, and whether all that he ſaid of him- 


ſelf can be imputed to the Power of that De- 
eit? But I need ſay little to ſhew the Abſur- 
dity of this Suppoſition. It was morally im- 


poſſible for the Diſciples of Chriſt to conceive 


ſuch a Thought as that of turning his Perſe- 


Fraud, in the very Inſtant of his greateſt Fur 
_ againſt them and their Lord. But could they 


have been ſo extravagant as to conceive ſuch a 
Thought, it was Phyfically impoſſible for them 


to execute it in the manner we find his Con- 
verſion to have been effected. Could they pro- 
duce a Light in the Air which at Mid-day was 
brighter than that of the Sun? Could they 
make Saul hear Words from out of that Light aa; Ni. 
which were not heard by the reſt of the Com- 9- 


pany ? Could they make him blind for three 


Days after that Viſion, and then make Scales 
fall off from his Eys, and reſtore him to his 
Sight-by.a Word? Beyond diſpute no Fraud 
could do theſe Things; but much leſs ſtill could 
the Fraud of others proguce thoſe Miracles ſub- 


| — his Converſion, in which he was not 
I 5 Wy = © * 


8 8 2 
—— — — . n * 


8 a ob > 
aL DR 1:7," 
* © > 
* 
bi : 
£ : 
> * 
F 
8 3 
X 
4 
* : 
* 
5 
* 
* 7 
—— 
» 


| Confilerations upoj the Cure 
paſſive, byt active, which he did himſelf, and 
appeals. to in his Epiſtles: as Proofs. of his Di- 
vine Miſlen. I ſhall then take it for granted 
that he way not deceived by the Fraud of 
others, and that what he ſaid of himſelf cannot 
be imputed to the Power of that Deceit, _ 


more than to wilful Impoſture, 


fiaſm ; and then it follows, that he he nh 
to have been the Cauſe of his Converſion, and 
to have: happen d in Conſequence of it, did all 
really happen, and therefore the mn 
n Socks | — 


<6 Tu. At thin Gonchifas is Kay 0 ans; 
niably drawn. from the Premiſſes, I'think muſt 
be ow ds unleſs ſome probable Cauſe can be 
aflign'd ta account for thoſe Facts ſo authenti- 
cally related in the Acts of the Apoſtles, and at. 


d eeſted in his Epiſtles: by. St. Paul himſelf, other: 


than any of thoſe which I have conſiderd; and 


be therefore acconnted for by the Power of God... 
That God ſhould work Miracles for the Eſta- 
bliſnment af a moſt Holy Religion, whicte 


from tit inſuperable Difficulties: that ſtood in 


the ay f it, could nat have eſtabliſn d itſelf? 
without. ſueh an Aſſiſtancæ, is ao way .repug- 
15 228 | 42 nant 
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Fanit- to human Reafon: But that without 


any Miracle: ſuch Things ſhould have haps 
pen d as no adequate naeural Cauſes can be 
affign'd N is what human Reaſon c cannot 1 
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10 pen uch x to „ Magick, br thi Power 
of Demons, (which was the Reſource of the . 
Heathens and re againſt the Notoriety of te Pf 
Miractes perform 'd by Chrift and his Diſciples) | 1 
is by no Means agreeable to the Notions of 
thoſe, who in this Age difbelieve 'Chriſtianity: 
Tr will therefore be needleſs to ſhew the Weak- 
neſs of that Suppoſition: But that Suppoſition 
itſelf is no inconſt derable Argument of the 
Truth of the Facts. Next to the Apoſtles and 
Evangeliſts the ſtrongeſt Witneſſes of the un⸗ 
deniable Force of that Truth ate Ceiſus and Ju- 
Ban, and other ancient Opponents of the Chri- 
ſar Religion, who were obliged to ſolve whit 
they could not contradict, * ſuch an n irrational lf 
** abſurd Imagination, „ = 


. 0 n 


F 


15 Fu E a Diſpurs was then not between in Fath | 
and Reaſon, but between Religion and Super- 
ſtition. Superſtition aſcribed to cabaliſtical 
Names, br magical Secrets, ſuch Operations 
H 2 as 
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—— en the Conver fion 
as carried along with them. evident Marks of 
the. Divine Power: Religion aſcribed them to 4 
God, and Reaſon declared itſelf on that Side 3 
of the Queſtion. Upon what Grounds then | 
can we now overturn that Deciſion ? Upon „ 
what Grounds can we reject the unqueſtionable 
Teſtimony given by St. Paul, that he was 
called by God to be a Diſciple and Apoſtle 
of Cbriſt? It has been ſhewn that we cannot 
impute it either to Enthuſiaſm or Fraud ; 
how ſhall we then reſiſt. the, Conviction of 
ſuch a Proof? ?. Does the Doctrine he preach d 
contain any Precepts againſt the Law of Mo- 
rality, that natural Law, written by God in the 
Hearts of Mankind ? If it did, I confeſs that 
nane. of the Arguments I have made uſe of 
could. prove ſuch a Doctrine to come from 
bim. But this is ſo far from being the Caſe, 
that even thoſe Who reject Chriſtianity as a 
Divine Revelation, acknowledge the Morals de- 
liver'd by Cbriſt and by his Apoſtles to be wor; 
thy of God. Is it chen on account of the My- 
ſteries in the Goſpel that the Facts are denied, 
though ſupported by Evidence which in- all 
other Caſes would be allow'd. to contain the 
cleareſt. Conviction, and cannot in this be re: 


K Without redycing the Mind to a State of 
abſ olute 


* 0 
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and Apoſtigſbip of St. Paul. 
abſolute Scepticiſm, and overturning thoſe Rules 
by which we judge of all Evidence, and of the 
Truth, or Credibility of all other Facts? But 
this is plainly to give up the Uſe of our Un- 
derſtanding where we are able to uſe it moſt 
properly, in order to apply it to Things 


of which it is not a competent Judge. The 
Motives and Reaſons upon which Divine Wiſ- 
dom may think proper to act, as well as the 
Manner in which it acts, muſt often lie out of 
the Reach of our Underſtanding; but the Mo- 
tives and Reaſons of human Actions, and the 


Manner in which they are perform'd, are all 


in the Sphere of human Knowledge; and upon 
them we may judge, with a well-grounded 
Confidence, when they are "_ an Mon to 


our Conſideration. 


Ir is incomparably more probable that a 


Revelation from God concerning the Ways 


of his Providence, ſhould contain in it Matters 


above the Capacity of our Minds to compre- 


hend, than that St. Paul, or indeed any of 
the other Apoſtles, ſhould have ated, as we 


know that they did, upon any other Founda- 
tions than certain Knowledge of Chriſt's being 
| Riſen from the Dead; or ſhould have ſucceeded 
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 Confiderations gpon the Chnverfin 
in the Work they undertook, without the Aid 
of miraculaus Powers. To the former of theſe 
Propoſitions I may give my Aſſent without any 
direct Oppoſition of Reaſon to Faith; but in 


admitting the latter I muſt believe againſt all 


thoſe Probabilities that are the rational Grounds 


of Alete r n | ENV $0 


el ls bay who: 5 BP Chriſtian Reli- 
gion becauſe of the Difficulties which occur in 
its Myſteries, conſider how far that Objection 
will go againſt other Syſtems both of Religion 


and of Philoſophy, which they themſelves pro- 


feſs to admit. There are in Derm itſelf, the moſt 
ſimple of all religious Opinions, ſeveral Difficul- 
ties, for which human Reaſon can, but ill ac- 


count; which may therefore be not improperly 


ſtiled Articles of Faith. Such is the Origin of 
Evil under the Government of an all-good and 


all- powerful God; a Queſtion ſq. hard, that 


the Inability of ſolving it in a ſatisfactory Man- 
ner to their Apprehenſions, has driven ſome of 
the greateft-Plnlofophers into the monſtrous and 


ſenſeleſs Opinions of Manicheiſm and Atheiſm. 


Ser his 
Letter to 
Mr, Moly- 


neuæ, p. 


509. Ve 3: 


Such is the reconciling the Preſcience of God 
with the Free-will of Man, which after much 
Thought on the SubgeR, Mr. Locke png con- 


W 


both; 


retſoning upon Subjects of a metaphyſical Na- 
ture, I am apt to l few _ if wy; 
Can ws 3 to rer TOES EC 2904, 


Sven is alfo the aun __ the World-a at 


any ſuppoſed Time, or the Eternal Production 


of it from God; it being almoſt equally hard, 

according to meer Philoſophical Notions, either 
to admit that the Goodneſs of God could remain 
unexerted through all Eternity before the Time 


of ſuch a Creation, let it be ſet back ever ſo far, 


or to conceive an Eternal Production, which 
Words, ſo applied, are inconſiſtent. and. con- 
tradictory Terms; the Solution commonly 
given by a Compariſon to the Emanation of 
Light from the Sun not being adequate to it, 
or juſt; for Light is a Qzality inherent in Fire, 
and naturally Emaning from it; whereas Matter 
is not a Quality inherent in or emaning from the 
Divine Eſſence, but of a different Subſtance and 
Nature, and if not independent and /elf-exiſting, 
muſt have been created by a meer Act of the 
Divine Vill; and, if created, then not eternal, 
| the Idea of Creation implying a Time when the 
Subſtance-created did not exiſt. But if to get rid 
of this is Difficulty, we have recourſe, as many 
m1 H 4 : of 


and what Mr. Locke could-not de, m 
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of the ancient Philoſophers had, to the. inde- 
| pendent Exiſtence of Matter, then we muſt ad- 
mit Two Self-exiſting Principles, which is 
quite inconſiſtent with genuine Theiſm or Na- 
tural Reaſon. Nay, could that be admitted, 
it would not yet clear up the Doubt, unleſs 
ve ſuppoſe not only the Eternal Exiſtence of 
Matter, independent of God, but that it was 
from Eternity in the Order and Beauty we ſee 
it in now, without any Agency of the Divine 
Power; otherwiſe the ſame Difficulty will al- 
ways occur, why it was not before put into 
that Order and State of Perfection; or how the 


Goodneſs of God could ſo lang remain in a 


State of Inaction, unexerted and unemploy d. 


For were the Time of ſuch an Exertion of it put 
back ever ſo far, if, inſtead of five or ſix 


Thouſand Years, we were to ſuppoſe Millions 
of Millions of Ages to have paſs*d ſince the 
World * was reduced out of a Chaos, to an 
harmonious and regular Form, ſtill a whole Eter- 


nity muſt have preceded that Date, during 
which the Divine Attributes did not exert 


© By the World I da not mean this Earth alone, but 


the whole material Univer/e, with all its Inhabitants. Even 
created Spirits fall under the ſame Reaſoning ; for they muſt 


alſo have had a Beginning, and before that Beginning an 
Eternity muſt have preceded. | b 33 
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of human Rea- 
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Dor . of theſe | Difficulties, or any 
an that may occur in the Syſtem of Deiſm, 


no wiſe Man will deny the Being of God, or 


his infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and Power, which 


are proved by ſuch Evidence, as carries the 
cleareſt and ſtrongeſt Conviction, and cannot 


be refuſed without involving the Mind in far 


greater Difficulties,” even in downright Abſurd;- 


ties and Impaſſibilities. The only Part there- 


fore that can be taken, is to account in the 


beſt Manner that our weak Reaſon is able to 
do, for ſuch ſeeming Objections, and where 


that fails, to acknowledge its Weakneſs, and 
acquieſce under the Certainty, that our very 
imperfect Knowledge or Judgment cannot be 


the Meaſure of the Divine Wiſdom, or the 
univerſal Standard of Truth. So likewiſe it 
is with reſpect to the Chriſtian Religion. Some 


| Difficulties occur in that Revelation which hu- 


man Reaſon can hardly clear; but as the 
Truth of it ſtands upon Evidence ſo ſtrong 


and convincing, that it cannot be denied 


without much "”_ Dun than thoſe 
that 


4 


— nen Nord for: ſuitable 
to them that the Conjecti 
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165. 


R wil Phe: Ade 
endeavuurid to prove, we- ought not to reject 
it upon fuch Objeftions, however mortifying 
they may be to our Pride. That indeed 
would have all Things made plain to us, but 
God has thought proper to proportion: our 
that concerns our Duty is clear and as to other 
Points either of natural or revealed Religion, 
if he has left ſome Obſcurities in them, is that 
any reaſonable. Cauſe of Camplaint ? ' Not to 
rejoice. in the Benefit of what he has graciouſly 
allowed us to know, from a preſumptuqus Diſ- 
guſt at our Incapacity of knowing more, is 
as _—_ as it would be to 1 o n * 
„ . 
, . e eee of 1 
ſical Reaſonings, aiming at Matters — 
Knowledge, aroſe all the ſpeculative Impiety; 
and many of the: worſt . Superſtitions. of the 
old Heathen World, before the Goſpel was 
_ preach'd to bring Men back again to the prir 
mitive Faith ;: and from the fame Source have 
fince flowed. ſome of the greateſt Corruptions 
e —_ Fro; and the moſt in- 
veterate 
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meterate | Prejudices agpinſiit' An Effect uit 
as natural as for our Eyes to grow avenk, aud 


even blind, by being ftrain'd to look at Ob- 


_ gets nen ar not be nm 
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2 een . Facaltizsvefow 


Ule in Religion? Yes undoubcedly, of the moſt 


neceſſary Uſe, when rightly employed, The 


Connection they bear to one another; but firſt 


of all to examine with the ſtricteſt Atten 
tion the Evidence by which Religion is proved; 


Evidence be convincingly ſtrong, and there 


is no internal Proof, af its Falſheod, but 
much to ſupport. and confirm its. Truth, then 
ſurely no Difficulties ought to .prevent - aur 
giving a. full. Aſſent and Belief to it. It is 
our Duty indeed: to . endeavonr to find. the 
beſt Solutions: we can to them; but wow 5 


no ſatisfactory ones are to be found, it is AG 
leſs our Duty to acquieſoe with Humi- 
py and believe that o be right which we 


know 


proper-Employment of- them is to diſtinguiſh 
its genuine Doctrines from others erroneouſly 


or corruptly aſcribed: te it; to conſider the 
Importance and Purport of chem, with the 
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know is above us, and r to a : Wiſdom * 


_— to ours. 


Noa ler: it bite Lic; this this „ wil be an 
Argument for the admitting all Doctrines, 
however abſurd, ' that may have been gfaft- 
ed upon the Chriſtian Faith: Thoſe which 
can plainly be proved not to. belong ta it, 
fall not under the Reaſoning I have laid down: 
(and certainly none do belong to it which 
contradict either our clear, intuitive Know- 
ledge, or the evident Principles and Difates of 
Reaſon.) I ſpeak only of Difficulties which attend 
the Belief of . the Goſpel in ſome of its pure 
and eſſential Doctrines, plainly and evidently 
delivered there, which being made known to 
us by a Revelation ſupported by Proofs that 
our Reaſon ought to admit, and not being 
ſuch Things as it can certainly know to be 
falſe, muſt be received by it as Objects of Faith, 
tho? they are ſuch as it could not have diſco- 
vered by any natural Means, and ſuch as are 
difficult to be conceived, or ſatisfactorily ex- 
plain'd by its limited Powers. If the glorious 
Light of the Goſpel be ſometimes overcaſt with 
Clouds of Donbt, ſo is the Light of our Rea- 

| 1 
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an too. But ſhall we deprive ourſelves of 
ecauſe thoſe Clouds 
cannot. Perhaps be entirely removed while we 


che Advantage of either, 


remain in this mortal Life: ? Shall we obſti- 


| becauſe we are not as yet able to bear the full 


tain, will all the Counſels of Providence, all 
the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wiſ- 
dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or underſtood. 
Faith even then will be neceſſary, and there 
will be Myſteries which cannot be penetrated 
by the moſt exalted . Archangel, and' Truths 
which cannot be known by him otherwiſe than 
from Revelation, or believed upon any other 
Ground of Aſſent, than a Submiſſroe Confi- 
deuce in the Divine Wiſdom. What, then, 
"ſhall Man preſume that his weak and narrow 
Underſtanding is ſufficient to guide him inio 
all Truth, without any Need of Revelation 
or Faith ? Shall he complain that the Ways of 
God are not like his Ways, and paſt bis finding 
out! ? True Philoſophy, as well as true Chri- 
| * PP „„ . p ſtianity, 


ately and frowardly ſhut our Eyes. againſt. 
at-Day-ſpring from on high that has viſited us, 


Blaze of his Beams? Indeed, not even in 
Heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt State of Per- 
fection to which a Finite Being can ever at- 
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know is above us, 1 nen to a Wiſdom 


_— to ours. 


New! " it bibs: Laid; hae this wil be an 
Argument for the admitting all Doctri 
however abſurd, that may have been gr 
ed upon the Chriſtian Faith: Thoſe which 
can plainly be proved not to. belong te it, 


fall not under the Reaſoning I have laid down: 


(and certainly none do belong to it which 
contradict either our clear, intuitive Know- 
ledge, or the evident Principles and Dictates of 
Reaſon.) I ſpeak only of Difficulties which attend 
the Belief of the Goſpel in ſome of its pure 
and eſſential Doctrines, plainly and evidently 
delivered there, which being made known to 
us by a Revelation ſupported by Proofs that 
our Reaſon ought to admit, and not being 
ſuch Things as it can certainly know to be 
falſe, "muſt be received by it as Oęjects of Faith, 
tho? they are ſuch as it could not have diſco- 


vered by any natural Means, and ſuch as are 


difficult to be conceived, or ſatisfactorily ex- 
plain'd by its limited Powers. If the glorious 
Light of the Goſpel be ſometimes overcaſt with 
Clouds of Doubt, ſo is the Light of our Rea- 
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an I But | ſhall we . deprive _ of | 
:cauſe thoſe Clouds D 
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| becauſe we are not as yet able to bear the full 
| Blaze of his Beams? Indeed, not even in 
Heaven itſelf, not in the higheſt State of Per- 
fection to which a Finite Being can ever at- 


tain, will all the Counſels of Providence, all 


dom of God, be ever diſcloſed or underſtood. 


will be Myſteries which cannot be penetrated 
by the moſt exalted Archangel, and' Truths 


from Revelation, or believed upon any other 
Ground of Aſſent, than a Jubmiſſ ve Confi- 
dence in the Divine” Wiſdom. What, then, 


£ Underſtanding is ſufficient to guide him into 
4ll Truth, without any Need of Revelation 

or Faith? Shall he complain that the Ways of 
God are not like his Ways, and pa# bis finding 
out ? True Philoſophy, as well as true Chri- 
3 „ ; ſtianity, 


e in this mortal Life? Shall we obſti- 
teiy and frowardly ſhut our Eyes againſt 
2 Day: ſpring from on bigh that has vifited us, 


the Height and the Depth of the infinite Wiſ- 


Faith even then will be neceſſary, and there 


which cannot be known by him otherwiſe than 


” ſhall Man preſume that his weak and narrow 
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